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. An Exbortalion to an Holy LIT, with 

' 8 Moti ves thereto. 


there are in the World which {s Chriſtianity, 

but alſo of thoſe who do profeſs it, how few there 

are comparatively that live according to their Profeſſion : 

” Wherefore it well befcems all Chriſt's faithful Servants, 

| (eſpecially the Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their utmoſt 
b vours by Life and Doctrine, by publick and private 

2 Exhortations, by Preaching and Writings and by all the 

Ways they are capable, to promote true Piety and Holi- 

neſs among all ſorts of Men, whether High or Low, Rich 

or Poor, without which no Man can be happy, either in 

this World -or that to come. And though 1 well know 

that, Thanks be to God, we abound with Multitudes of 

excellent Books written to this End; yet are not ſuck 

ſhort Inſtructions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 

as uſeleſs, fince they will, it's like, be more generally dif- 

pers'd, and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, 

and may more eaſily be read and remembered by fuck as 

have neither time to read large Books, nor Money to buy 

them. With ſuch as theſe I have occaſion often to meet, 

and for their Sakes chiefly it is that I publiſh this little 

Paper; being encouraged thereto by ſome pious Perſons, 

both of City and Country, who intend to give ſome of 

them away to poor People about. them, and thought 

others might do the like. _ may it pleaſe God to give 

| 2 a 


e 3 1. very ſad to conſider, not only how few Nations 


: 


— 


common People, for the encreaſe of Knowledge and Piety, 


of the Learned. 


myſelf to you, for whoſe Sake I write theſe Eines, as a 


Lives paſt, and call yourſelves to an Account, whether it 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a godly 
Manner, as becomes thoſe who are baptized in the Name 
of Chriſt, and after him are called Chriſtians. Have 
you well conſidered what is the Meaning of this Name, 
and what Engagements you lie under to an Holy Life by 
taking it upon you in Baptiſm ? And do you keep well in 
Mind your baptiſmal Vow, wherein you renounce the 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be 
Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo to continue 
all the Days of your Life? Have you ſo far underſtood 
and conſidered theſe Things, that you have made it your 
chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you watch care- 
fully, and fight manfully againſt your ſpiritual Enemies? 
Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel, ſincerel 
endeavouring in all Things to know the Will of God, 
and do it? Since you take Chriſt's Name in your 
Mouth, are you careful to depart from all ' Iniquity ? In 
a Word, is this your greateſt Study and Deſign, to pleaſe 
and glorify God, and to work out your own Salvation ? 
If your Conſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is 
indeed ſo, and that wherein at any time you tall ſhort, or 
do amiſs, your are heartily grieved for it, and do daily 
labour to amend and grow better: If it be thus with you, 
1 ay, then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on 
and proſper, and fear not but God will be with you; he 
will own you as his Children, and for his Son ſeſus's 
Sake, will both pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt * his 
race 3 


- ſomewhere met with of a devout Writer to this Purpoſe, 
That he was deſirous his Book ſhould be ſcattered abroad 
upon Pedlars Stalls, and thence come into the Hands f 
rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried in the Libraries 

Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſhall addreſs © 


Perfuafive to an Holy and Religious Life. Now, in or- h 
der thereto, let me beſeech you to look back upon your 


* Bleſſing to ſuch a mean U ing as this, and fuc- "Grad 
ceed it to the Good of Souls, I ſhall little regard the pe 
© Cenſures of the Curious, remembering the Saying I have F 
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Brace; he will guide you by his Counſel, and at length 


;Feceive you to Glory. 
But pray deal faithfully with your own Souls, and tell 
me, has it not been quite otherwiſe with you? Have you 
not contented yourſelves with the bare Name and Pro- 
Feflion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time led an ill 
*Courle of Life, directly contrary to your Profeſſion? 
Have you not lived in wilful Ignorance of your Duty, 
or in groſs Sins againſt your 1323 ? Do not the 
Temptations of the Devil, the Allurements of the World 
and the Fleſh many times prevail more with you, than 
the Commands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your 
Zown Conſcience? Are you not wont to negle& God's 
23 Worſhip and Service, both in the Church and at Home? 
Vea, do you not profane his holy Name by 8 
and Curſing? Are you not often guilty of Lying and 
Slandering, of Cozening and Cheating, if not of down- 
right Stealing? Do you not in your Anger uſe railing and 
reviling Language? Or, do you not live in Envy and 
Malice, ſeeking for Revenge of thoſe that have done 
you any Injury? Do you not allow yourſelves in Drun- 
kenneſs and Whoredom, or ſome other known and wil- 
ful Sin? To be ſhort, is there not ſomething or other in 
*this World that you love more than you do God himleif, 
and his Son ſeſus? Are you not much more concern'd 
for your Bodies, than for your precious Souls? And do 
vou not more earneſtly ſeek for Food and Raiment, and 
the good Things of this Life, than after that eternal 
{Kingdom of Glory, which God hath promiſed to his 
faithful Servants in the World to come. 
If this indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make a Stand, 
and conſider well what you have been doing; what a fad 
and dangerous Condition you have brought yourſelves 
into, and what the End of it will be if you hold on in 
ſuch evil Courſes, Humbly beg of God to make you 
7 duly ſenſible of your Sin and Danger, and to keep the 
3 Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you may be 
brought not only to mourn for your Sins, but to loath 
and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the ſame, hence- 
forth reſolving, by the Grace of God, wholly. to give 
up yourſelves to his Service, and to walk. * 
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thoſe holy and good Ways which he has appointed you. 
This is that to which I do moſt earneſtly defire to perſuade * 
you. And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail with you, 
I ſhall lay before you ſome very weighty Arguments, 
which I requeſt you ſeriouſly to ponder of as you read . 
them, and God grant they may have their due Effect 
upon the Heart of every Reader. Amen. 

I. That you may be prevail'd with to become God's 
faithful Servants, conſider, firſt, that this was the great 


End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and gives |, 
it forts. Youcan tell, I hope, that n 


n. 


you ſo many Mercies of a 
God made you, and that he made you to ſerve him, by 
living according to his Commardments. "Theſe are ſome % 
of the firſt Things which Children learn; and it were 
well, if when they are grown up to be Men and Women, 
they would uſe feriouſly to think of them, and practiſe 
accordingly. The wife God has made all Creatures for 
ſome — End or other, and he has fitted them all for 
thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which he made them. To f 
Man therefore he has given the Uſe of Reaſon, chiefly ſu 
to fit him for Religion, and to render him capable of 
knowing, loving and ſerving his great Creator and Bene- I 
factor: And it is Religion which makes that great Dif- 5; 
ference betwixt a Man and a Beaſt : For brute Creatures 
have no Knowledge of God, no regard to him, but are 
wholly led by their Senſes, * and mind nothing elſe but 
what is before them here in this World. But the pooreſt 7 ; 
Man on Earth, who hath the Uſe of his Reaſon, is near 
akin to the very Angels themſelves ; his Nature is like 
theirs, and but a little below them, ſo that he may be 
pears taken up in the ſame holy Works, . 2 are 
employ'd in, even in loving, and praiſing, adoring 
the great and good God. To this End is ſtudy both 
the Works and the Word of God, which reveal him to 
us, and ſhould continually put us in mind of him. And ? 
all the good Things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us ſenſible . 
of the Goodnek of God from whom they come; and fil! 
our Hearts with Love and Thankfulneſs, and our Mouths * * 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the moſt proper Uſe * 
of our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expects from us % 
reaſonable Creatures; and even this the W dic 
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der without any Hindrance to his daily Labours ; and: 
may fill keep ſuch an awful Senſe of God upon his Mind, 
may reſtrain him from wilful Sin, and make him care- 
bl always to pleaſe his Maker. And fo our Reaſon was 
rect ven to bridle and govern our Appetites, our Luſts and 
aſſions; that we ſhould not be led away into Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs, into Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 
Into Rage and Fury, like brute Beaſts that have no Un- 
ritanding ; but ſhould live ſoberly and chaſtly, quietly 
and peaceably with all Men, doing them all the Good we 
tan. For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our 
Reaſon beſtowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 
ought it to be employed. Certainly ſince God hath 
made us of a Nature ſo much better than Birds or Beaſts, 
he expects from us other Works and Services than he does 
from them. They know nothing of God that made 
them, nor have they any Knowledge of another Life 
after this, but when they die, there's an End of them. 
But to us hath God given immortal Souls, of more Va- 
ue than the whole World, and for this End hath he cre- 
ated us, that we might ſerve and honour him here in this 
Life, and ſo may live with him, and enjoy him for ever 
the World to come. | 
Now, if this be the End of our Creation, ought we 
not to live up to it? Do we not ſee all other things an- 
ſwer the End for which they were made? The Sun gives 
Light by Day, and the Moon by Night. The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit. 
ZThe Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures, afford us much Service and Benefit. And 
hall Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, to live to no 
good Purpoſe? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve us, 
hall not we chearfully ſerve. him that made us for his 
own Service? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God 
ſent us into the World only to eat and drink, to ſleep 
and play, or to work hard for a poor Livelihood. If this 
were all, we had better have been made brute Creatures, 
or never have been made at all: Much leſs can we think 
that the holy God made us on pages to fin againſt him, 


— to diſhonour his Name, and provoke him to Anger. He 
Jer | kd not give us Reaſon to make ws crafiy and — | 
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the World, that we might know how to cozen and cheat 
our Neighbours. He did not give us Tongues to Swear 7? 
and Curie with, or to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; let us 
not then uſe them to any ſuch ill vey! up Since God 
et us not live like 
Beaſts that periſh, wallowing in the Mire of baſe ſenſual } 
Luſts and Pleaſures. By this means we become worſe 
than Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, *' 
we abuſe our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, and to 
God's Diſpleaſure. Thus we croſs the End of our Crea- 
tion, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than the very Ox 
or Aſs : For they know their Owner, and do good Service 
to thoſe that keep and feed them. 7.1. 2, 3. O let us 
not give God Cauſe to complain of us, as he there does 
of the Jesus, that he nouriſhed and brought up Children, and 
they rebelled againſt him: Think how grievous it is to you 
that have Children, after all your Care. and Kindneſs, * 
after all your Coſt and Labour, to have them prove ſtub- 
born and diſobedient, looſe and idle Prodigals. O fee 7 
then that you be not ſuch towards your heavenly Father, 
who made you and preſerves you, and every Day renews * 
his Mercies upon you. He keeps us alive, and makes 
our Lives comfortable. He gives and continues to us 
our Reaſon and Senſes, our Health and Strength, Food 
and Raiment, and all the good things we enjoy. He ſup- 
plies our Wants, and helps us in all our Diſtreſſes. He 
gives us Light by Day, and Reſt by Night. He enables 
us to follow our Callings, and gives a Bleſſing to our 
Labours, that we may provide for ourſelves and Families. 
And does not this good God well deſerve all the Love 
and Service which we can poſſibly render him? Oh how | 
can we find in our Hearts wilfully to offend him Who 
thus delights in doing us good! Fooliſh and unthankful * 
Wretches we are, thus ill to requite the Lord for all his 
Loving-kindneſs. We could not deal fo with any Friend 
or Neighbour on Earth, that had been always kind and 
loving to us. Are not Servants bound to work for them 
who maintain them and pay them Wages? And. ought 
not Children to obey their Parents who begot them, and 
brought them up? How much more then - ought we to 
obey God our Father, who gave us Life at firſt, and ſtill 
| pro- 


has given us precious immortal Souls, 
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© prolongs it from one Day to another, when he could in 
© a Moment cut us off in our Sins, and throw us into Hell? 
But in much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us ſpace to 
repent, and is very unwilling to deſtroy us, and there- 
fore waits long to be gracious to us. O then let his Pa- 
tience and his Goodnels at laſt have this happy Effect upon 


us; let it lead us to true Repentance, and ever hereafter 


engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy in his Service. 
7 Rom. 2. a 


ee. 9. 
II. To which Purpoſe conſider again, that u awas the 


End for which God ſent his Son Feſus into the World, even 
to ſeek and fave us loſt and miſerable Sinners, to bring 
us to Repentance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might 
be reſtor'd to the Love and Favour of God, which we 
had loſt by ſinning againſt him. Our firſt Parents, Adam 
and Eve, were created in a very holy and happy Eſtate, 
but they fell from it by ſinning againſt God, and ſo came 
all Miſery into the World; and then did our heavenly 
Father take Pity on us, and ſent his own Son out of his 
* Boſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us 
from our Sins, and fo to deliver us from Miſery; Firſt, He 
will make us Hoh, and then we ſhall be made Happy. For 
as Man loſt his Happineſs by diſobeying God's Command, 
7 ſo he muſt recover it by becoming obedient to his Will in 


To this end hath the Lord Jeſus fully reveaPd'. 


all Ty 

3 God's Will to us when we were in Ignorance and Dark- 
© nels. 
Life: And made moſt rich and precious Promiſes to per- 
ſuade us to our Duty, and denounced dreadful Threaten- 
2 ings to affright us from Wickedneſs. 


He hath given us Holy Precepts for the Rule of our 


And when we had deſerv'd the Wrath of God for our 


Sins, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 
to make Atonement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 


Forgiveneſs. He died for our Offences, and roſe again 


for our Juſtification. Rom. 4. 25. And in his Goſpel he 
hath given full Aſſurance of God's good Will to Mankind, 
that he will be merciful to us and 


pardon us, if we truly. 


repent of our Sins, and forſake them. Thus hath Chriſt 
open'd a Door of Hope for us, to encourage us to return 
to God: For if there had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 
mould never have been * to Repentance, but even 
| s 
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like the Devils themſelves, ſhould have remain'd full of des 
Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of I 
Relief from him. But whilſt the Death of Chriſt does 0 
ſo much engage and encourage us to for/ake our Sins, it | 
gives not the leaſt Encouragement to our Continuance in 
them. Let us not think that Chriſt died for our Sins that 
we heyy ir have Liberty to /zwve in them, and yet be ſaved 
{t, No; but he came to ſave us from our Sins, 
mat in them. He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our 
Inquities. He died to redeem us from a vain and evil & 
Converſation, to purify our Hearts and reform our Lives, Vi 
and make us a peculiar People zealous of good Works. 
Mat. 1. 21. As 3. 26. Tit. 2. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 
The Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners, ſhews the in- 
finite Love of God, in finding out this way for our Sal- 
vation: But then it ſhews alſo what an evil Thing Sin 
is, and how hateful to God, y fs he would not pardon 1 
us without the Suffering of his own dear Son on our Ac- Si 
count. And therefore if the Conſideration of all this does 
not bring us to hate and abhor our Sins, and to love and 
ſerve our God and Saviour, we are never like to have any x 
Benefit by Chriſt's Death. All our Profeſſions of loving 
him, and believing in him, will ſtand us in no ſtead un. 
without obeying him. True ſaving Faith in Chritt, is 
that co, works by Love, both to God and our Neigh- I 
bour. Chriſt accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe 
that keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he 
grant Pardon and * Gal. 5. 6. Fohn 15. 14. 
Heb. 5. 9. 1 Fohn 3. 8. 1 
Since then the ever bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of God, 
came down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a moſt 
inful Death upon the Croſs, that he might ſave us from 
in and Miſery ; ſhall we not accept of him as our Lord J<u/ 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power of 4% 
the Devil, and our own Luſts, to make us the Children an 
ef God, and Heirs of Glory, which is a thouſand times ruf 
greater Deliverance than that of the Ißraelites from the aſt 
Egyptian Bondage? Will you not be moved by all that M 
Chnit hath done and ſufter'd for you? Shall not his N 
Love conſtrain you to Love him, and to hate all Sin ſo 
which was the Cauſe of his N Will you — 4 he 
er 
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of ider Foot his moſt precious Blood, and even Crucify. 
of Im afreſh, and again put him to open ſname? Thus in- 
me ſort do wicked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they 
p on in their Sins, which are ſo diſpleaſing to him. They 
in that lye and cozen for a little Gain, what do they but in 
that Fudas, fell away Chriſt for Money? They that live in 
ved Matred and Malice, and do Miſchief to their Neighbours, . 
ins, o in effect run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and drive 
our Nails into his Hands and Feet. And they that give them- 
evil &lves to Riot and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle Gall and 
ves, Vinegar for him to drink. They do all that in them lies, 
ks. Þy their ſinful Pleaſures, to put him again into Agonies 
18. Ind Pains. But on the other hand, it is a Delight to our 
Saviour to ſee us humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to 
Jorſake them. He will readily and effeftually intercede 
For us with our heavenly Father, who is moſt willing to 
Feceive returning Prodigals. There is Joy in Heaven when 
Sinners on Earth repent. Even this our return to God by 
rue Repentance, is the beſt Recompence we can make 
to our bleſſed Saviour, for all his Pains and Sufferings. 
When the Pleaſure of the Lord profpers in his Hand by . of 
*Converſion of Sinners, he then ſees the Travel of his Soul, 
und is ſatisfied. Iſa. 63. 10, 11. And ſhall we not afford 
this Satisfaction to our Redeemer, who hath undergone 


zh- ſo much for our ſakes, and till out of his tender Love to 
oſe our Souls, follows us with ſuch earneſt Invitations to come 
he to him for Life and Happineſs ? Could we deny him this 


moſt reaſonable Requeſt if we ſaw him now in Perſon. 
ſtanding before us, beſeeching us to turn and live. And 
this he now does by his Spirit and by his Miniſtry. But 
that leads me to the next. 

m III. Conſider therefore, that hi ale 2vas the End for 
rd ⁊ohich the Holy Ghoſt is given, and all the Means of Grace 
of © afforded, even to ſanctify our Hearts, and make us an holy 
en and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſs and Cor- 
es ruption of our Natures, and therefore in great Mercy he 
he affords the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to enlighten our 
at Minds and purify our Hearts; to renew and change our 
lis Natures, and guide us in the Ways of Holineſs here, that 
in ſo we may be fitted for eternal Happineſs with the moſt 
ad holy God in the Life to come. Jobn 3. 3, 5. Rom. 8. g. 
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And for this End were the Holy Scriptures written bWc H 
Mien aſſiſted and inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, to be a Ligue th 
to our Feet, and a Lanthorn to our Path, to direct us i hem 
the plain way to everlaſting Life. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, our 
Ard the Holy Sacraments were appointed for the increaſf Reſol 
of Grace to all that make a right uſe of them. And ou 
bleſſed Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtles te 
preach the Goſpel to all the World, and hath ever ſince 
continued a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, Whoſe ue 
ſtanding Office is to adminiſter the Word and Sacraments, 
to watch over the Souls of the People, to inſtruct and ad- 
moniſh them both in publick and private, and to uſe; 
their utmoſt Diligence to bring them to the Knowledge ns 
and Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus, And God is“ A 
ever ready to accompany their Endeavours with his Bleſ with 
fing. Do you not often find his good Spirit putting good Som 
Thoughts and Motions into your Mind, inclining you Faul 
to that which is holy and good, checking and reſtraining to h 
ou when you are running into Evil? But on the other H h. 
Led, it's the Evil Spirit, even the Devil himſelf, that allui 
tempts you to Sin, and would hinder you from your Duty. to n 
Ir's the Devil that tempts Men to Pride and Malice, and 1 
to all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being a proud, n 
malicious, and moſt wicked Spirit, would have Men to 
be like himſelf, that ſo they may be for ever miſerable 3 
with him. Will you not then reſiſt the Devil, the great 
Enemy of your Souls, and be led and guided by God's fp 
good Spirit, and follow his Motions, and the Directions 
of his Word, which lead to Happineſs ? O do not grieve | 
this bleſſed Spirit, who alone can give us true Comfort, | 
do not teſiſt and quench his Motions, nor provoke him 
to depart from you, and leave you to your own Luſts, 
and to the Power of Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin. F 
Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to draw | 
Men to Wickedneſs, one ill Man tempting another; ſa |! 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to Righteouſneſs * 
and Holineſs, They are Ambaſſadors and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to be reconciled | 
to Ged, who is moſt willing to be reconciled: to you, if 
you will but caſt away thoſe wicked Works which pro- fy 
voke him to Apger. 2 Cor. 5. 20. O ho will it hay Ah 
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Mie Hearts of your Miniſters that truly love your Souls, to 
ig re the Saceeks of their Labours, to have you come to 
em enquiring what you muſt do to be ſaved, declaring 
"Four Repentance for your former evil Courſes, and your 
Reſolution henceforth to become new Creatures? Certainly 
ve exhort you to nothing but what is highly reaſonable, 
Ind for your own Benefit, whilſt we perſ. de you to return 
go the Favour of God, Why then will you not hearken to 
s If a Meſſage of Mercy ſhould be ſent you from the King, 
hen you are in Danger of Death for Rebellion, would you 
Mot moſt gladly and thankfully receive it? And will you 
Mot be as thankful and obedient to the King of Kings? And 
edge as wiſe to ſave your Souls, as to preſerve your Bodies ? 
di And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
leſ-Swith you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance. 
ood Sometimes he ſends Afflictions to correct you for your 
You Faults, to ſhew you the Evil of Sin, and draw you home 
ung to himſelf ; and at other times he ſends many Mercies, as 
her have told you, to ſoften your Hearts, to engage and 
hat Kallure you to his Service; and ſuch good Uſe we ought 
ity. to make of all God's Dealings with us. 

ind IV. Conſider further what Engagements you lie under to 
ud, an holy Life by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows. You 
profeſs and call yourſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 


ble Followers of Chriſt : Ought you not then to follow his 
cat Example, and obey his Commands, if you will make 
d's good that Name? You will think it a great Diſgrace not 
ons Mo be taken for a Chriſtian, but for a Turk or Few. Be- 


are then leſt you bring this Diſgrace upon yourſelves, 
py an unchriſtian 'Temper of Mind, and ill Courſe of Life. 
If you are falſe or cruel, covetous or luſtful, like a Turk 
or Few, it matters little what you call yourſelves. He 
is not a Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that has 
the ſame Mind and Spirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus. God 
will not at the laſt Day judge of Men by their Names 
eſs and Titles, but by their Hearts and Lives; only it will 
of go much worſe with a Man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian 
ed and yet lives like a Heathen or Infidel. | 
And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you are ſolemn- 

ty lifted under Chriſt's Banner, to fight againſt the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh ; 8 by the keeping this Vow 
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you ſhew yourſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. But if you 


are led away by the Temptations of Satan, and do his 
Works, and are enſnared by the Vanities of the World, 
the Luſts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in effect re- 


nounce your Baptiſm. 


Beſides this, have you not renewed the ſame Vow at © 
the Holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your Belief | 
in Chriſt crucified, and promiſing Obedience to him? If 

ou have not received this Holy Sacrament, though you 

ave long been at Years of Diſcretion, you then ſhew 
yourſelves by this Neglect, to be no obedient Diſciples * 
of Chriſt, ſince you do not obey his plain Command, zo 4» 
this in Remembrance of him. Luke 22. 19. And indeed 1 
fear that many careleſs People will not come to the Com- 
munion, becauſe they think it would bind them to lead 
ſuch a ſtrict and holy Life as they have no mind to. But 
do they not caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being their Maſter, * 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtrict and ſevere, and 
will not promiſe to obey him? Yea, do they not thereby | 
even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were bound 
to this Obedience? So that the ſame Reaſon which keeps ® 
them from the Communion, it's like, would keep them 
trom being Baptized, if it were yet to be done. And what 
fort of Chriſtians are they that would reject Chriſtian Bap- 


tiſm, becauſe it engages them to an holy Life ? 


If your are not guilty of this Neglect, but do ſometimes 
come to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the Remembrance 
of his Death and Sufferings, then pray conſider, that by * 
receiving the Holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew © 
your Vows to be Chriſt's faithful Servants and Diſciples, * 
and to walk in ſincere Obedience to all his holy Laws, as 
you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore may I 1 


not well beſeech you to uſe all due care to live according 


to this your Promiſe and Engagement? What a Shame 
is it for a Man to be falſe to his Word, much more to his 
Oath? O do not then break that Oath which you have 
made to God himſelf, by taking this holy Sacrament. And 
call to mind if you have not ſometimes on a Sick Bed, or 
in ſome great Danger, made the ſame Promiſe and Vow ;, 
and has not God ſpared you to ſee how you would perform 
the ſame? Take heed then of abuſing his Mercy, and 
breaking your Promiſe. More- 
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A Moreover, I might ſhew how your profeſſing to believe 
1 the Creed, engages you to live well, according to the holy 
„Faith you protels, avhich is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs. 
Bunt laſtly, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
a 2 ſame Engagement on you, even to ſerve and pleaſe this 


of God whom you worſhip. To inſtance briefly in the Lord's 
7 Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, Oc. ought we 
not to love and honour him; to obey him, and ſubmit to 
bim as our heavenly Father? Whilſt we pray that his 
Nase may be hallowed, his Kingdom come, and his Will dane 
in Earth as it is in Heaven, ought we not ourſelves to ho- 

P 2 nour his Name, nd advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
his Laws, and by doing his Will conſtantly and chearfully 
4 * the Angels do in Heaven, to the utmoſt of our Power ? 
2 Praying 157 daily Bread, teaches our Dependance up- 
on God, and engages us to ſerve him by whom we are 
4 maintained. When we pray God to forgive our Treſpaſfſes 
2 as ae forgive others, this ſtrictly binds us to forgive thoſe 
q that offend us, as ever we hope for Mercy from God. 
l And when we pray mot to be led into Temptation, but deli- 
P* 2 wered from Evil, this ſhould reſtrain us from running into 
Temptation, and make us careful to avoid all Sin and the 
Occaſions of it. To the ſame Purpoſe I might alſo men- 
P. > tion the Prayers of the Church, to which I hope you come 
= frequently.” Therein you begin with the Confeſſion of 
your Sins,” and-ought you not to forſake as well as to 
by | confeſs them? And in the End of the Confeſſion, you 
y pray God, for Chrif's ſake, to grant that you may lead goal), 


«4 Z righteous. and fober Lives. And almoſt in every Prayer, 
hs 2 you will find ſomewhat to this Effect. Now I hope you 
1 are in good Earneſt in theſe your Prayers, elſe you mock 


* God and affront him, inftead of worſhipping him and 
ws. pleaſing him. But if you do heartily deſire theſe things 
. = which you pray for, then yon will do your part for the 
= Attainment of them, and will diligently endeavour to live 
\na in ſo holy and good a manner, as you pray that you may 
do. And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers, God's 
Grace will never be wanting for your Aſliſtance. | 


V. Conlider alſo how juſt and equal, all God's Com- 
mandments are, ſuch 14 8 own NE on pot hut pp: 
i prove ol diem as being moſt agreeuble to as we are 


Js | rea- 
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all Men ſhould live in Peace and Love with one another, 


them alſo : So that plainly, all God's 


bly with their God. 


mandments are not grievous. 1 John 5. 3. Shall we not then 


ſon of our Mind. They are Lig 


comb, as the P/almi/} often ſpeaks. As ſuitable are God's 
Commands to our Natures, and as uſeful and healthful to 
our Souls, as the moſt wholſom Food to our Bodies. 


cur according to the Laws of God, is as much his Wiſdom, 


reaſonable Creatures. To inſtance in the chief of them, 
Is it not moſt juſt and fit that we ſhould love God above 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfect of all Beings, and 
from whom we receive all our good things? Ought we 
not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us, and 
to give Thanks and Praiſe to him, who is the Father of 
Mercies ? Is it not moſt reaſonable that Children ſhould ' 
obey their Parents, and Subjects their Rulers? And that 


and ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be dealt 
with ? Is it not moſt fit and decent for a Man to eat and 
drink moderately, ſo as makes moſt for his Health? To be 
modeſt and chaſte in all his Converſation ? Will not every | 
Man's own Reaſon acknowledge the Equity and Fitneſs of 
theſe and the like Precepts ? And for ſome that do ſeem ' 
more ſevere, there may be given very good Reaſons for 
ommands are the 
wiſe and wholſom Counſels of a moſt tender Father, 
who forbids his Children nothing but what's hurtful, and 
requires nothing of them but what makes for, their own 
Good; even to deal juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk hum- © 
Mic. 6.8. Chriſt's Toke is eaſy, and his 
Burden light. Mat. 11. 30. God's Service is perfect Free- 
dom, as we daily ſtile it in our Prayers: And his Com- 


be ſo dutiful to our Heavenly Father, yea, ſo wiſe for our 
own Good, as to obey thele moſt reaſonable and praci- 
ous Laws Which he has given us? So juſt and equal they - 
are, that we cannot break them without offering a kind 
of Violence to ourſelves, and going contrary to the Rea- 

t to the Eyes, and Foy to the | 
Heart, ſewecter to a good Man than Honey, and the Honey- © 


And for a Man to direct his whole Carriage and Behavi- 


£8 it is to go cloathed in decent Apparel, and to eat 
and drink What is good for his Nouriſhment. But on 
the other hand, for one to run naked about the Streets, 


R | 
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his own Fleſh, is not a greater Sign of Folly and Mad- 
„ neſs, than for a Man to live according to his own Luſt, 
aq rather than after the- Laws of God, which are ſo agreeable 
to our Reaſon, and do ſo plainly conduce to our own trueſt 
nd © Intereſt and Advantage, both in this Life, and that ta 
of Come; as will appear by what follows, 
d VI. Conſider therefore in the next Place, that it is a 
moſt certain Truth, That the leading of an holy and good 
2 Life, is in all reſpe#s very greatly for a Man's own Benefit 
t and Comfort; even in this preſent World, Godſineſi is pro. 
nd © ſtable for all things. It makes for the Quiet of our Minds, 
be the Health of our Bodies, the Increaſe of our Eſtates, and 
ry 2 procures us much Credit and Eſteem, much Love and 
of Good Will among our Neighbours. Vea, it commonly 
brings along with it all manner of Bleſſings, and makes 
the Enjoyment of them more ſweet and pleaſant, and 
he | keeps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and affords much Support and Eaſe 
1q under thoſe Afflictions which the Providence of God may 
lay upon us. Inſomuch that no Man, of what Rank and 


-vy Condition ſocver he be, can lead a truly comfortable Life, 
„ except he lead an holy and good Life. All this is fre- 
e. | quently taught in Scripture, and may be eaſily manifeſted 
„ by clear Reaſon. Or if that be not ſufficient, it is alſo moſt 
en plainly to be diſcerned by daily Experience, that they 
ur who truly fear God, have much more Peace and Comfort 
i. in this World, than wicked and looſe Livers, that make 


ey 0 Conſcience of their Ways. 

nd If I ſhould make the Compariſon only betwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has the better 
& | of it in this Life? How often do the great Drinkers not 
only waſte their Eſtates, but deſtroy their Health, weaken 
I, their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives ? How often do 
to they fall into Quarrels, get Wounds and Bruiſes, and 
ſometimes Death itſelf, either by Fighting, or by one ſad. 


v1 Accident or other ? Sometimes the very Children in the 
_ Streets run after them, ſhouting and — Sport with 
at them; and if you follow them to their own Homes, what 
on > Diſturbance and Miſchief do they make there? What ſwear- 
Ws; | ing and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding, what quar- 


le ö relling and fighting is there? What Outcries and Lamen- 
C 3. tations 
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tations do Wife and Children make? Who now perhaps th, .. 
anc 


are glad to get away for fear of their Lives, as before they 


ſat ſtarving tor want of that Money which theſe ill Hul. 


bands waſte in the Alehouſes. (A Sin and Shame it is to 4 


thoſe that entertain them.) And after they have liv'd a + 
while at this wild and wicked Rate, the next News com- 


monly is, that either for Debt or for Diſorder they are laid 
up in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in whoſe 


Houſes they drank away all they got. And now they 15 


are forced to live upon Bread and Water, and linger out 
a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dungeon, 


till either the Charity of Friends, or Death itſelf releaſes ©... 
them thence. (And by the way, is this ſuch a pleaſant p, 


Life, that it's worth being damn'd for it in Hell Torments 
to all Eternity ? Of which afterwards.) _ 
Thus alſo might I tell of the ſaid Effects of Whoredom, 
which is commonly followed with Poverty and Diſgrace, 
and many times with a filthy loathſome Diſeaſe, which 
makes Men rot above Ground. And thus angry, proud, 


malicious and revengeful People are a continual Torment 


to themſelves and to all about them, and ſeldom have 4 
any Peace or Quiet, either with their Neighbours or in 
their own Families. The like may be ſhewn of all other 


Vices, which are ſtill wont to bring their own Puniſhment + 


along with them, to ſay nothing of what is or ought to be 
inflicted by the Magiſtrate. Eſpecially ſuch wicked People 
as Thieves and Murderers, Traitors and Rebels, do ſeldom 
eſcape the Hands of publick Juſtice. But who will burt 
Men if they be Followers of that which is good? Or what 
Hurt does a Man bring upon himſelf by ey Trap? and 
chaſtly, by fearing God and honouring the King? What 
miſchief does a Man get by minding his own Buſineſs, and 
living quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours? Nay, 
how happily may we ſce even ſome of the meaneſt Sort 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and ſo- 
ber, and temperate, and careful to pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience in all their Ways? Very ſeldom it is 
that they are pinched with much Want; or if they ſhould 
fall into a low Condition, yet all good People that know 
them are ready to pity and relieve them; and will often 
truſt them with Money or Goods till they are able NY: 
| n 


16-4 Fey 4 8 2 2 * * ; 
K PP IS 
a r — In bug —_— 


nn 


The Cbriſtian Monitor. 19 


h 9 And every Body is willing to employ an honeſt induſtri- 
14 pus Man, fo that he ſhall ſeldom want Work or Trading. 


7 Hut idle riotous People, that follow whoring and drinking, 
Aon Faming and cheating, and ſtealing, that neglect God's 

4 Service, and profane the Lord's Day, being often in the 
m. FAlchouſe when they ſhould be at Church; theſe are the 
23 People, if you obſerve it, that do commonly fall into the 
oc paſeſt Beggary and Miſery ; and Men do but little pity 
'©Y Fthem, becauſe they brought it all on themſelves. O how 
out happy might all ſorts of People be, in a very great Meaſure, 
155 even at preſent, if they would but become truly religious 
es and good! It is their own Sin and Folly, their Luſts and 
int paſſions that occaſion molt of thoſe Troubles and Miſeries 
ts which they meet with; tho' I know they uſe to cry out 
of their hard Fortune, and to lay the Blame upon others, 
n, and ſometimes to murmur againſt God himſelf. But they 
"©, 7 conſider not how they provoke God to * daily by 
ch their heinous Sins, and therefore may juſtly feel his heavy 
d, fudgments for the ſame, beſides all the Miſchief which 


nt naturally follows upon Wickedneſs. And this makes their 
„Condition to be ſad indeed; that they are always liable to 
mn the Wrath of God, and may juſtly expect his Vengeance 
er to fall upon them and to ſtrip them of all their Comforts, 
at and throw themſelves into the ſoreſt Calamities. 

de hut on the contrary, here above all lies the good Man's 
le Security and Comfort, that he enjoys the Bleſſings and 
mn Favour of Almighty God, and therefore is ſure to want 
nothing that's truly good for him. So it is promiſed 
at 2 P/alm 84. 11, 12. at. 6. 33. They that firſt ſeek the 
d Kingdom of Gad, and the Righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have all 
it 7 that is needful added to them. So that a poor Man can take 
d no ſurer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than to 
, become truly religious; tho' he may not have great things 
tin the World, yet he ſhall have Food convenient. . And 
then, which is better than all, he ſhall have God's Blel- 
P 7 ſing with what he enjoys, and this will afford him more 
1 true content and comfort in that little he has, than a wicked 
„ 
1 


a 


Man can find in all his great Treaſure. Godlineſi with 
= Contentment is the greateſt Gain. P/al. 37. 16. 1 Tim. 6. 6. 
A poor Man that has only Jacob's Wiſh, Food to eat, and 
Raiment to put on, if alſo he has Jacob's Piety, and takes 


C 4 the 
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the Lord for his God, and lives in his Fear and Service, andi 
enjoys the Senſe of his Favour, how bleſſed is the State off 
this Man ? How chearfully may he live at all times, not- 
withſtanding his Poverty? What tho' his Dwelling be wi 
mean, his Fare ſomewhat hard and coarſe, and his Cloath- 
ing very plain; yet whilit he loves God ſincerely, and H 
worſhips him duly and devoutly, he may even turn his 
Cottage into a Palace, yea a Temple; and the bleſſed e 
God will viſit him with his Preſence, will accept of his Ih 
Services, and refreſh him with the Light of his Counte- H 
nance. And upon this Knowledge and Enjoyment of God 
it is, that the true Comfort of a Man's Life depends. 
Whateyer his outward Condition be, it is this alone which | 
gives inward Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, and g 
tweetens all his Mercies; and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe Afflictions he meets with. For the ri 
belt of Men mult expect their Share of outward Troubles 
in this World, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, Loſs of Friends 
and Eſtate, with the like; theſe are Calamities common 
to all. But here the good Man has clearly the Advantage, 
ſince he looks upon all that befals him as coming from gai 
the Hand of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows Wleſl 
what is beſt for him, and to whoſe Will he freely reſigns he C 
himſelf and all his Affairs, ſaying, with his bleſſed Maſter, Se: 
Not my Will, O God, but thine be done. Vea, he receives 
Afflictions as ſent in Kindneſs to correct him for his Faults, ' 
to exerciſe and increaſe his Graces, and ſo to prepare him 
for Glory. And here's the great Benefit of Religion, that 
it teaches a Man whither to go for Relief and Comfort in 
his Straits and Difficulties, even to this great and good hi 
God, who is moſt able and ready to help his People in all 
Times of Trouble. This we till read in Scripture was 
the Courſe of holy Men, and they found it was not in 
vain. And to this Day will God's faithful Servants find 
the good Effecis of thus devoutly applying themſel ves to 
God by Prayer, For his Eyes are ever upon the Righteous, 
and his Ear open to their Cry. He takes pity on them, 
comforts and ſupports them. He'll lay no more upon 
them than he enables them to bear; and in his good time 
he ſupplies their Wants, and delivers them from their 
Afflictions, yea, he turns them into Bleſſings, and _— F 
all 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 21 


andgfevork together for their good, as he has promiſed to them 
te oft ve him. Rom. 8. 28. O what a Happineſs is it 
not- ¶ be acquainted with God, to have a due Senſe of his Pro- 
x beyWence, ſo as to live on it and improve it! Fob 22. 1. 
ath- But how ſad is the Condition of a wicked Man, who 


and! 
his 
ſled 5 
his 


no ſuch Knowledge of God, no Love to him, nor any 
pectations of Help and Relief from him? Even in his 
zateſt Proſperity he's a very miſerable Man whilſt he 
es without God in the World: But he feels himſelf to 
ſo indeed, when he falls into any great Calamity, and 
Mows not which way to turn himſelf for Help and Com- 
rt. For as Wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into Miſery (as 
have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moſt 
ind retched forlorn Condition. And the ill Temper of their 
up Minds, adds Weight and Load to their Calamities, and 
the Wievouſly increaſes the Smart of them. The Senſe of 
les Meir own Guilt ſometimes torments their Conſciences, . and 


ds Ws them with Fear and Horror: Sometimes they rage 
on Wd fret againſt thoſe that helped on their Sufterings, and 
ze, ſpmetimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and murmur 
m Moainlt his Providence. Whilſt the good Man, with Job, 


Neſſes God in all his Afflictions; theſe are ready to follow 
Ke Counſel of his Wife, even to curſe God and die. For 
Scing full of Anguiſh and Deſpair, they are at their Wits 
Ind, and weary of their very Lives, as we read of Cain 


s, ind Judas, and ſuch like, both in Scripture and other 
m Fliſtory. For my part I do verily think, that next to the 
at Devils and thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in the 
in World more miſerable than wicked ungodly People; and 


hilt we ſee what the common Fruit of Sin is here on 
11 Farth, we may eaſily be convinced that it leads to Hell and 
13 Damnation hereafter. And all this do Men madly and 
n Mvilfully run into by their own evil Doings ; even as a Man 
d hat thruſts his Hands into the Fire is like to feel Pain and 
o Pmart. By for/aking God, they forſake their own Mercies, 
„ rnd inning againſt him, they wrong their own Souls, yea, 
„ their Bodies too, and all their Concerns. Thus you ſee that 
nan holy Life is moſt profitable for us, even in this preſent 
e World, preventing much Evil, and bringing all manner 
r pf Good along with it. Or if a Man ſhould fall into 
; ſuch hard Times, as to ſuffer merely for Religion and 
3 A 
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a good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find ſuch 
wonderful Comfort and Sati faction of Mind, that he will 
triumph and rejoice in the midſt of his Sufferings; as 
we know the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did, and 
that eſpecially in hope of the glorious Reward laid up for 
good Men in the Heavens. But that brings me to the laſt 
Conſideration I ſhall mention, | 
Laſtly, Namely, That an holy Life, thro the rich Mercy of | 
God, will render us perfectly and eternally bleſſed in the World 
to come; whereas a wicked Courſe of Life leads to eternal Mi- 
fery and Torment. According as we live in this World, ſo WS 
muſt we fare in the next; for this Life is a State of Trial 
in order to Etcrnity. Even at Death a good Man has 
ground of much Comfort, having the "Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience, and the Senſe of God's Love, ſo that 
with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into the Hands 
of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive him. But how F © 
ſad is it with a avicked Man, when beſides all the Pains of ane 
the Body, his Mind is tormented with the Remembrance l 
of his Sins, and with the Fear of God's Wrath ? But the I . 
great Difference will be made at the Day of Judgment, 
when the Sheep ſoall be ſet at a Right Hand, and the 
Goats on the left; as you-have it deſcribed, Mat. 25. 31, 
Se. To thoſe on the Right Hand, that is, the pious 
and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sentence, Come | 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you | f. 
from the Foundation of the World: And then ſhall the 8 
enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where neither I 
Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more, where they *? - 


ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain, 
either of Soul or Body; but ſhall be admitted into the im- 
mediate Preſence of God, where there is all Fulneſs of 
Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear Know- |: 
ledge of the ever-bleſſed God, and ſuch a lively Senſe of 
his infinite Perfection, as will fill them with Admiration, 
Loveand Praiſe: And they ſhall feel the Lowe of G, and 
their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as ſhall raiſe | - 
their Hearts to the very utmoſt Heights of Joy and 
Thankfulneſ5, and their Mouths ſhall be filled with Halle- 
lijabs and Songs of Praiſe ; and in this moſt delightful 
Employment ſhall they jajn with all the bleſſed Company c 
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ſuch Heaven for ever and ever. That's the Perfection 
will all, that the Toys of Heawer ſhall never have an End. 
; as is both a moſt exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory that's 
and romiſed. 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. For ever ſhall wwe remain with 
for Ne Lord. 1 Tbeſ. 4. 17. The eternal God will be the Por- 
lat ion of his People, and their Joy in him ſhall never be 


eſſened or abate! thro all Eternity. They ſhall be always 
bleſſing and praiſing him, always fatisfied and raviſhed 


92 
4A vith the beholding of his Glories, and the Enjoyment of 


ld 


Mi. is Love; always delighting with the molt pleaſant and 
ſo greeable Society of Angels and Saints; and never more 
ial Whall dear Friends and Companions be ſeparated from each 
123 Mother ; when once they are met in Heaven, Death hath 
a Ino more Power over them. They are become in ſome 
at Wmeaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, and there ſhall ſee 
ds him as he is in all his G/ory.: Phil. 3. 21. 1 Fob. 3. 2. 


hut what it is thus to be made like to Chri/?, to ſee God 
of and enjoy him, we are not able fully to expreſs or conceive 
ce whilſt we are here in the Body; to compare the Glories of 
le Heawen to all the Riches and Honours of Courts and Palaces 
t, here below, were greatly to leſſen and diſparage them. 
„ 8o great are thoſe. Heavenly Glories and Joys, that they 
„can never be clearly known till they are enjoy'd ; as a 
s blind Man can never tell what Light is, till his Eyes 
j arc open'd to diſcern it. It's enough for us that we have 
„ full Aſſurance from the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſuch a 
State of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good 
Men in the Life to come. And as the Lord Jeſus is gone 
before to prepare it for them, ſo now by his Holy Spirit 
he prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in 
them that Grace which fits them for Glory, and is the 
very firſt Fruits and Beginnings of it in their Souls. True 
Holineſs is the moſt certain Pledge of eternal Happinels, 

and makes us meet for it. Eph. 1. 13, 14. Col. 1. 12. 
Since then ſuch a Glory there 1s, ſo infinitely great, 
"7 foſure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſuaded to ſeck 
adatſter it, by walking in thoſe holy Ways that lead thereto ? 
Surely we ſhall, if we have.any Belief of God's Word, 
any Regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our Souls live for 
ever in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our utmoſt 
Care and Diligence to make them happy for ever yon A 
| | | 18 
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Are they not our own Souls, and do they not then Wout by 
ſerve our Love and Care? I wwe be wiſe and good, i: Ne, ar 
not for ourſelves, for our own 2 ? And is the ſting 
any other way to make ourſelves happy, but by gains, wt 
the Love of God and Eternal Life? Do we not ſee that Meet 
worldly Comforts are ſhort and uncertain ? They with4MEter: 
in our Hands, and perith in the uſing. Our Neighbou 
and Acquaintance are daily dying round about us; man 
of our deareſt Friends and Relations are already gone te 
fore us; and we ourſelves are ſwiftly following after 
We are juſt upon the Borders of Eternity, liable to a thou 
ſand Diſeaſes and Miſchances that may ſoon ſtop on 
Breath, and then we are gone. Since then we cannot makt 
ſure of this Life, nor the Enjoyments of it, O let us ſee 
to make ſure of Eternal Glory; which we may do b. 
God's Aſſiſtance, even the pooreſt Man on Earth, if he 
will become ſincerely pious and good. For God is no Re 
ſpecter of Perſons. Chriit died for poor Men as well a 
rich; and they that have no Inheritance on Earth, mayſſes i 
be Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom, if they be rich in 
Faith and Love to God. Jam. 2.5. And methinks they 
that have ſo much Trouble and Sorrow in this Life, ſhould 
be moved ta ſeek after Riches and Glory in the Life to 
come. There the pooreſt Lazarus ſhall have a thouſand 
times more Pleaſure * oy, than any of the proud Di- 
dess or rich Gluttons and Epicures have now in their deli- 
cious Fare and gorgeous Apparel. Nay, the very Ho 
of this Glory _ Ell the wy Man's Mind with ſo — 
Joy, that he will even forget his Poverty, and not count 

is Afflictions worthy to be compared with the Happineſs 
he hopesfor ;:nor would he change Eſtates with the greateſt 
Prince upon Earth, who is a Stranger to theſe — 
Thus it was with the Holy Apoſtles and their Followers. 
2 Cor. 6. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7, 8. 

Thus have ] briefly told you ſomewhat of the Happineſs 
of the Godly in the World to come: But on the other 
hand, conſider what will be the Portion of the Wicked, 
who deſpiſe the Mercies of God, and the Offers and Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel. Theſe will at laſt fall under his 
heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 
ever in the moſt intolerable Torment of Soul and * 

. | et 
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out by the moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire and Brim- 
e, and a never-dying Worm that perpetually gnaws 
| ſtings their Hearts, They are caſt into outer Dark- 
ere there is Weeping and Wailing and Gnaſhing 
eeth, not the leaſt glimmering of Hope or Comfort to 
Eternity. Mat. 25. 30, 41, 46. Markg. 43, to the end; 
Theſe 1. 7, 8, 9. Theſe are the Goats that being ſet on 
> Left-hand, muſt hear that doleful Sentence, Depart 
pm me je cur/ed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
d his Angels. An heavy Doom, and yet moſt ju. For 
ey departed from God, and neglected his Service here 


> Ou Earth, and therefore now they muſt depart from his 

na Weſence, in which their corrupt Minds can take no de- 

fee ght. They preferred the Tavern and the Alehouſe be- 

© bre the Houſe of God ; and took more pleaſure in feaſt- 

f he g and drinking, in roaring and revelling amongſt their 

* icked Companions, than in worſhipping of God in the 
2 


ommunion of Saints : They loved not Prayers and Prai- 
es in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any Mind to 
ome to the Lord's Table, though often invited thereto ; 
hey {nd therfore muſt they now be thut out from ſuch holy 
uldWompany, and from ſuch high and heavenly Employ- 

to Wnents, for which they are altogether unfit. They were 
nd Bnany of them greatly given to Curſing, and now it is 
ome upcn them; that Czr/e of God which they in their 
Rage often wiſhed to their Neighbours, is now fallen up- 
on themſelves. Nay, did not many of theſe profane 
Vretches even call for this Curſe upon their own Heads 
in that helliſh Language of God damn me ? And what 
onder if their Petition be now granted, and they ſen- 
enced to that Damnation which they thus call'd for ? By 
e Devil they were led and guided, and by his wicked 
nſtruments and their own brutiſh: Luſts: And therefore 
_ Wow they mult have the Devil and his Angels, and damned 
S [|inners like themſelves, to be their Companions and Tor- 
ment, who are ſo far from pitying or comforting each 
ö other, that rather they curſe one another now in their 
Miſery, who before tempted one another to Sin. O ſad 
eeting of the Drunkards, the Whoremongers, and the 
Harlots there together in thoſe ſcorching Flames ! 
Vhere in vain they cry out for a Drop of Water to _ 

. their 
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their Tongue. It muſt not be granted; their good thin! 


O 


are all paſt and gone, and the Remembrance of all then 

Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to increaſe their Torment. 

And now alſo may they remember how God did again 

and again call upon them and they would not hear 

| neither therefore will he now hear their Cries when Pain 
and Anguiſh is come upon them. Prov. 1. 24, to the end. 
And though they may cry out againſt their Companions, 
and accuſe the Devil, and in their Rage blaſpheme God 
himſelf, yet will their Conſciences fly with the greateſt 
Fury upon themſelves, who in ſpight of all the Warning; 
that were given them, did by their own wilful and im- 
18 continuance in Sin, plunge themſelves into this 
iſery, from whence they muſt never be releas'd. O 
dreadful Words, Everlaſſing Fire ! Eternal Torment ! How 
does the theught of this fink and break their Hearts, and 
fill them with deepeſt Horror and Deſpair ? I ho can 
dawell with everlaſiing Burnings? N ho can? And yet the 
damned Sinner #:»//, though in the moſt raging and im- 
patient manner. After they have lain ' thouſands and 
millions of Years in that Place of Torment, yet is there 
not a Moment leſs to come, there is a whole Eternity 
ſtill behind. The Worm vewer dies, the Flame is newer 
quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed of Severity in all 
this, ſince it was the Sinner's own Doing, the Fruit of 
their own Choice: For they knew that Sin weuld fink 
them into Hell, and yet they would venture upon it. 
And indeed it ſinks them thither as naturally as a Stone 
falls to the Ground. Even here on Earth the proud 
and covetous, the malicious and revengeful, the pro- 
fane and ſenſual, do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their 
con Souls; and whilſt they carry along with them the 
ſame wicked Temper of Mind, it muſt fill needs make 
them moſt ' wretched and miſerable in another World, 
as long as ever their Souls live, and theſe Vices ſtick to 
them, that is, to all Eternity. Let not him that carries 
Fire in his Boſom accuſe God's Providence for making the 
Fire hot when he feels it burn him; but let him blame 
his own Folly and Wilfulneſs; and ſo muſt ſelf. condemned 
Sinners be forced to do. 2 „ - 19039991 een een 
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And now tell me, I beſeech you, is there not all the Rea- 


Wn in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you ef 
our Sins, and caſt them from you with Loathing and 
"WWcteſtation, and henceforward ſet upon a Courle of ſeri- 

"2 us Holineſs, that ſo you may eſcape all this Mijery threaten- 


d to the Wicked, and may partake of that Glory which 


F bo s promiſed to the Pious and Good? Does not a 'Thou- 
3 and Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one Day? And 
Se ein not all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for ever 


ind ever, abundantly reward our Diligence in God's Ser- 
ice for this ſhort life-time ? And are not the eternal 


nds Wrorments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
* nd ſinful Life, tho' it were ever ſo profitable or plea- 

q ant here for a little while? But you have before heard 
_ fully proved, that even at preſent an holy Life is in all 
and eſpects moſt for our Benefit and Comfort. So that with- 


but doubt a good Man finds more Sweetneſs and Satisfaction 
in the Way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the Way to 
lell. Our gracious God appoints us an eaſy and honour- 


and le Service, and gives glorious Rewards; but the Devil 
4 s a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the vileſt 


Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Wages. 
Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. Whether then will you be Chriſt's 
Freemen, or the Devil's Bondſlaves? Whether will 
you walk in the good Ways of God, that bring Peace and 
Comfort here on Earth, and Eternal Glory in Heaven; 
or in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 
and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter will plunge you into 
eternal Miſery and Torment in Hell? Thus are Life and 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you, what Choice 


- then will you make ? One would think there was no 
vi great Difficulty. in this Caſe, to a Man that has the uſe of 
15 his Reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of it in the Affairs 


of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves curn to convince 


. Men that there is no Reaſon Why they ſhould chuſe Po- 
pd verty and Reproach, Pain and Imprifonment, (if they can 
"x honeſtly avoid them) rather than Riches and Honour, Eaſe 


and Liberty. But I am ſure there is a thouſand Times 
leſs Rea ſon for a Man to diſobey God, and damn his Soul 
for ever, rather than to pleaſe and ſerve him, and ſo 
make ſure of eternal Salvation. W heretore let me geren 
mmm 
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beſeech you to take the matter into Conſideration, and 
think ſeriouſly what is moſt reaſonable and gyoft for your 
own Interſt, and then chuſe accordingly. "And I pray 
God direct your Hearts to make fo wiſe a Choice, that 
you may never have Cauſe to repent of it, either in this 
World, or that to come. Amer. 
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A brief Deſcription of an holy Life, with ſome 
/hort Directions in order thereto. 


F you now demand of me, wherein conſiſts this Holine!: 
of Life, to which I have been thus long and earneſtly | 


exhorting you, that I hope you may in ſome meaſure un- 
derſtand by reſlecting on what I ſaid at the beginning, and 
by attending to what I have intimated all along in my 
Diſcourſe. Yet for your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſomewhat 
more plainly repreſent it to you, tho” but very briefly ; 
as no other can be expected in this little Paper. 

In the general then (as I have before expreſſed it) I am 
only perſuading you to live as becomes true Chriſtians, 
according to your Baptiſmal Vow, in keeping of which 
conſiſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your Baptiſm you are 
engaged to believe in, and obey God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt ſincerely - and 
heartily own God the Father as your Maker and Preſer- 
ver, the Son of God as your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your Sanctifier, Guide, and Comforter. And 
accordingly muſt you behave yourſelves both in Heart and 
Life ; and therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, which would draw you off from 
God, and muſt ſtedfaſtly believe the Articles of your 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments all the Days of your Life. Your Faith is 
required in order to Obedience ; for if you do not believe 
. Chriſt's Goſpel, you, are not like to obey it. In theſc 
two things then co the Religion of a Chriſtian, - 
A | | whic 
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' W which he is eng; by his Baptiſm, viz. in believin 
du what. JeſusChritt n lad and in doing what he 
nat bach commanded. In ſhort, he is a good Chriſtian who 
i; doch firmly believe his Creed, and carefully Keeps the 
Commandments. 
| The Doctrines which we are to believe, are indeed 
_—. more largely and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought to be received as the Word of 
God, and to be diligently read, and ſtedfaſtly believed. 
But the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are briefly 
me ¶ſumm'd up in that which we call the Apoſtles Creed, I 
believe in God the Father, &c. This I hope you are well 
acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daily 
ne; Wrepeated in the Church Service; and therefore I ſhall 


ſly not ſet it down at large. And this alſo I hope you do. 
un. believe to be moſt true. You would take it ill, if I ſhould 
and Wqueltion your Belief of the Creed, without which you 
my re not to be reckoned as Chriſtians. But let me adviſe 
hat Wyou to conſider ſeriouſly and frequently of theſe great 
ly ; W/ruths contained in the Creed, that you may more clear- 


y underſtand them, and be more affected with them. 
And pray ſee that your Belief of them be very firm and 
deep-rooted in your Soul, that ſo the Fruit of your Faith 
ay appear in the Holineſs of your Life. Without this, 
e bare knowing of the Creed, and repeating it never 


1 are 

the Wo often, will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, as I told you, 
and Obedience is the end of Faith. And all the Articles of 
eſer- our Belief, do moſt plainly tend to make us holy and 


ood, if we will but carefully attend to them, and con- 


And Wider well of them. To ſhew it in a few Words, Fat, be- 
and eve that God ie father Almighty made us and allthe Warld, 
the When are we bound to love and honour him, to worſhip 


rom Ind obey him as our Maker and Preſerver, who is Al. 
your Inighty in Power, infinite in Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and all 
and manner of Perfections. If we believe that Fe/us Chri/? 
ith is Ws the Son of God, and the Redeemer of Mankind, who died 
or us, and roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven, and will 
hence come to judge the quick and the dead, and will grant 
o all penitent and obedient Believers, the Forgivene/s 
their Sins, and Life, but will * 
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the wicked to everlaſting Miſery ; our belief of this muſt 
lead us to true Repentance and Amendment of Life, and 
to an humble Dependance on the Mercies of God, and 
the Mertis of Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation. And if 
we believe, That it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſan#ify 
us, and all the Ele# People of God; then ought we to pray 
to God for his Holy Spirit, and we muſt comply with | 
his good Motions and ſubmit to his working upon our 
Souls, that he may ſanctify us and make us holy, that 
ſo we may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholick 
Church. And in this Church we are bound to continue, 
that ſo in the Communion of Saints, we may enjoy the 
Benefit of the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, by which 
means the Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and increaſes 
the ſame till it be perfected in Eternal Glory, to which 
good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and Body at the | 
Reſurrection, as their Souls made Entrance upon it pre- 
ſently after their Death. | 
Thus you ſee how a right Belief leads a Man to Holi- 
neſs of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we find 
ſo much mention made of Faith, or believing in God 
and in Chriſt, This in many Places is highly extolled, 
and moſt ſtrictly required of us, as the very Sum of our 
Duty; inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be juſtified or 
pardoned on Account of our Faith, and to be ſaved by 
Faith ; and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, becauſe true 
Faith produces Obedience, and makes a Man become an 
humble and ſincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo makes 
us fit for the Mercies of God, in and through our Bleſſed 
Saviour. But when Faith doth not bring forth the Fruit 
of Holineſs and good Works, it's of no Value with God, 
nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you may ſee at large in 
the ſecond Chapter of St. James, to name no other Places. 
Wherefore you know we are engaged in our Baptiſm, not 
only to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, but 
alſo to keep*God's Commandments, which I am to ſpeak 
of next. 8 
Now theſe Commandments are alſo plainly contained 
in the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore there is {till more 
Reaſon why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy the ſame WW v 
that you may know the Will of God and do it. And — 0 
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that is to be done by us, I reckon is contain'd in the Ten 
Commandments, as they are explain'd to us and ung upon 
us, both by the Prophets in the O/d Teflament, and by our 
Saviour and his Apaſiles in the New ; eſpecially in our Sa- 
vieur's Sermon in the Mount, in the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
Chapters of St. Matthew. And therefore often read-over 
theſe three Chapters, there you will find what manner of 
Perſons the Diſciples of Jeſus ought to be, even like their 
Maſter, of an humble lowly Spirit, meek and gentle, pure 
and peaceable, merciful, patient, and the like. Such as theſe 
he pronounces bleſſed in the Beginning of that heavenly 
Sermon, and theſe alone are they whom he will make 
molt bleſſed with himſelf for ever. But if you will have 
the Sum of your Duty to God and your Neighbour as re- 
quired by the Ten Commandments, briefly repreſented, 
take it in the very Words of the Church Catechiſm. 

My Duty towards God is to believe in him; to fear him; 
to lode him with all my Heart, with all my Mind, with 
all my Soul, and with all my Strength; to worſhip him ; 
to give him Thanks ; to put my whole Truſt in him; to call 
upon him ; to honour his holy Name and his Word; and to 
ferve him truly all the Days of my Life. 

My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as myſelf, 
and to do unto all Men as I would they ſhould do unto me. 
To love, honour, and ſuccour my Father and Mother. To 
honour and obey the King, and all that are put in Authority 
under him. To ſubmit myſelf to all my Governors, Teachers, 
Spiritual Paſlors and Maſters. To order myſelf lowly and 
reverently to all my Betters. To hurt no body by Word or 
Deed. To be true and juſt in all my Dealings. To bear 
no Malice nor Hatred in my Heart. To keep my Hands 
ge in BY from picking and ſtealing, my Tongue from eil ſpeaking, 
aces. Hing and fandering o keep my Pad in Temperance, So- 
not berneſt, and Chaſtity. Not to covet or defire other Mens 
but Goods, but to learn and labour truly to get my own Living, 
peak W and to do my Duty in that State of Life unto which it ſhall 

pleaſe God to call me. +: | 
ined Here you have your Duty in a little room, which you 
more may eaſily keep in Memory; but eſpecially beg of God to 
ſame W write his Laws in your Heart, that you may freely and 
d all chearfully obey them in your Life and Converſation. And: 
that | D 2 * 
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for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a little enlarge u 
the "chief of theſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of Cod 
and your Neighbour, and ſo conclude with ſome ſhort 
and general Directions for the guiding of your Steps more 
readily and conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs all the 
Days of your Life. 


To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firſt | 


and great Commandment, as our Saviour himſelf teacheth 
us, Mat. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more eaſily obey 
all the reſt of his Commands. For if we truly love God, 
we ſhall be very fearful to offend him, and very careful 
to pleaſe him in all our Ways. And then do we truly 
love God with all our Heart, when we love him more 
than all other things in the World, more than Riches, 
Pleaſures, Honour, Friends, or any other Enjoy ments; 
yea, more than our very Lives ; ſo that we will part with 
all, rather than loſe the Favour of God, in which we ac- 
count our Happineſs chiefly to conſiſt. This I take to 
be the very Elence of Religion, and 'tis that without 
which our Saviour tells us, we cannot be his Diſciples, 
Mat. 10. 37, 38. But when once we are got to this 
bleſſed Temper, we ſhall find it no very hard matter to 
deny ourſelves, and take up our Croſs and follow our 
Lord and Maſter, both in well doing and in patient ſut- 


fering. 

Wherefore, let us earneſtly beg of God by his holy Spirit 
to work this Love in our Hearts. And to our Prayers 
let us add our own diligent Endeavours ; and eſpecially, 
let us be much in thinking of all the Goodneſs and Loving- 
Kindneſs of God, manifeſted to. us and to all the World. 
Let us conſider what he hath done for us already, both 
for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to do in 
the Life to come. And never let our Hearts be at reſt, 
till they are entirely fixed upon the ever- bleſſed God as 
our chiefeſt Good, and only ſatisfying Portion. And let 
us earneſtly ſeek. his Favour through our Lord Jeſus, the 
Mediator, who came into the World on purpole to bring 


us into a State of Friendſhip with God, that we might love 


him, and beloved of him, and live with him for ever in 
Love and Joy. But always remember that Obedience to 
God is the only ſure Evidence of true ſaving Love. Ws 
| : et hag t 
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that loves God, will hate and abhor Sin and Wickedneſs. 
Let the Son pretend what Love and Honour he will to 
his Father, he does not truly love him, except he uſes 
all due Care to pleaſe him. 
And if you do thus ſincerely love God as your Father, 
then you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
d upon him, which is another great Duty, and brings 
great Peace and Quiet to our Minds. 1/a. 26. 3, 4. Whilit 
you live in Obedience to God's Command, you have a 
ſure Intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upon his 
good Providence for the Performance of them. Where- 
fore whatever your Wants, your Dangers, or Sufferings 
are, do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait pa- 
tiently, and do your own Duty, and be aſſured God in his 
good Time will ſuccour and relieve you; he will direct, 
comfort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the Experience you 
have hitherto had of his Loving-Kindneſs, engage you to 
truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care that 
you never murmur nor repine againſt God under any Afflic- 
tion whatever; when you meet with the heavieſt Croſſes 
and Diſappointments, or loſe your deareſt Relations and 
Friends, ſay with holy Job, the Lord gives, and the Lord 
takes away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Beſeech 
God to teach you that excellent Leſſon, of Contentment 
in all Eſtates, Phil. 4. 11, 12, 13. Tho' you may be 
low and poor in this World, yet conſider, you have al- 
ways cauſe to be thankful, but never any Reaſon to com- 
plain. God knows what Condition is beſt for us, and let 
us leave it to him to chuſe what we ſhall have. We that 
deſerve nothing but Wrath and Miſery, ought to acknow- 
ledge the great Goodneſs of God, that we are on this ſide 
Hell. It is of the Lord's Mercies that aue are not utterly con- 
ſumed, and that. we do enjoy any meaſure of Comfort. 
Think how poor the Lord Jeſus was for our ſakes, who 
had not where to lay his Head, and was miniſtered to by 
the Subſtance of others; and in the ſame mean Condi- 
tion did the holy Apoſtles live. Your low Condition 
frees you from a great many Snares and 'Temptations, and 
from a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich People 
meet with. If you but truly love God, and have a Trea- 
lure in Heaven, you are very rich, tho' you have oy 
0” er 
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ther Gold nor Silver. Fear not, but God will give you 
and yours Food and Raiment ; and having that, let us 
be content and thankful. Yea, let us put the very worſt, 
that we ſhould ſtarve to Death for want of Bread, (which 
not one of a thouſand does in Time of Peace and Plenty) 
yet if our Souls be fit for Heaven, and carried thither, we 
Mall have no Cauſe to complain of the Manner of our 
Death. I have been a little the larger upon this for 
the ſake of poor People, who are apt to be diſcontented, 
and to murmur at their Condition; tho” alas, they com- 
monly bring themſelves into it, or make it much worſe, 
by their own careleſs and looſe Lives, as was before- 
mentioned. g 
And yet before I proceed to the Duty you owe to your 
Neighbour, let me in a few Words direct you, as to the 
Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is a Duty 
moſt frequently enjoined in Scripture, and praQtifed by al! 
good Men, and the very Light of Nature may direct us 
to it. We have daily need of God's Mercy, and do daily 
taſte of it, and therefore we are taught to pray continually, 
and in every thing to give Thanks. To God alone muſt 
we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as he himſelf teacheth us, Mat. 4. 10. ohn 
16. 23. We muſt not pray to Angels or Saints, nor 
make uſe of them as our Mediators, for this is the pecu- 
liar Office of Chriſt who died for us, and is now inter- {for 
ceding at the Right Hand of God. 1 Tim. 2. 5. Heb us. 
7. 25. Wherefore we mean ſinful Cyeatures, mult always Noft 
come to God in the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake che 
alone, hope for the Favour of God, the Pardon of our ine 
Sins, the Acceptance of our Perſons and Services, and the hi. 
Salvation of our Souls. Bu 
And our Saviour teacheth us to worſhip God in a pure Pr 

and ſpiritual manner, with our Hearts and Souls; becauſe 
he is a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men. John 4. 24. toc 
Wherefore by no means may we make any Image or Pic- P. 
ture of God, nor may we give Religious Worſhip to an NI 
Image, which is directly contrary to the ſecond Command- IM ©1} 
ment. Neither may we frame in our Minds any bodily In 
Shape or Likeneſs of God when we pray to him, but mult 
conceive of him as a moſt pure and glorious Spirit, moſt 
powertul, 
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701 Powerful, and wiſe, and good, who fills the whole World 
ith his Preſence, and is always near to us, tho' not to be 


rt, Ween with bodily Eyes; and hears our Prayers, and knows 
ich ur Wants, and is both able and willing to help us. 

ty) Our Saviour hath commanded us to pray in private, 
we hen we are alone, Mat. 6. 6. And there he taught his 
our WDiſciples how to pray, and hath given us that moſt excel- 
for Went Form which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
ed, MWrvbich art in Heaven, &c. which by the way may aſſure 
m- Mus, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's 


Prayer may both ſerve for a Pattern to direct us in all our 
Prayers, and alſo is itſelf moſt fit to be uſed and joined 
to our other Prayers. But it is not proper to uſe the Be- 
our lief and the Ten Commandments for Prayers, as the Man- 
the ner is of poor ignorant People; tho' we ought often to 
uty think of them and rehearſe them, for the quickening of 
our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives. 

Upon all Occaſions, in all our Troubles and Diſtreſſes, 
let us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek to him 
for Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would the poor 
Man ſeek as earneſtly to God for Relief, as he does to 
his rich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt Courſe to 
nor have his Wants ſupplied. And let us all frequently be 
cu- Miifting up our Hearts to God in 'Thankigiving and Praiſe, 
ter- 8 for all his Mercies and Favours which he beſtows upon 
eb. us. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind 
ays often employed when he is at work in the Shop, or in 
ke the Field, when he is walking in the Way, or fail- 
zur Ming on the Seas, which would not hinder but further 
the W his Labours, and make them more eaſy and pleaſant. 

But be ſure to ſet ſome time apart every Day for ſolemn 
ure Prayer. c 
uſe Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
24. Von as we riſe out of Bed; bleſſing his Name for our 
ic. Ml Preſervation and quiet Reſt, begging his gracious Preſence 
an with us all the Day, that we may be kept from all Evil, 
1d- Neſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. And at the Even- 
ily Ning let this be our laſt Work before we lie down to fleep, 
uſt humbly to commit ourſelves to God by Prayer. P/a/m 


oft 92. I, 2. | 
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Exceeding- uſeful it is for thoſe who have Families, to 
join together Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 
and in reading ſome part of his holy Word, for which 
Purpoſe there are many good Books of Devotion : And 
tho' they have none of them, yet they may uſe ſuch of 
the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their Pur. 
poſe, which are to be found in the Morning and Evening 
Service, and in other Places. 


Before you fit down to Meat, beg God's Bleſſing upon 


it, and afterwards return Thanks for it. 

But beſides our Devotions in the Family or Cloſet, our 
great Duty is to worſhip God in the publick Aſſemblies 
of his People, which by no Means we ought to forſake. 
Heb. 10. 25. Suffer not yourſelves therefore by any Pre- 
tence whatever to be drawn away, either by Papiſts or 
Sectaries, from the publick Worſhip of God, as it is now 
by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of England. But ſce 
that you duly reſort to your Pariſh Churches, and that 
not only on Holy Days but on the Week Days, when you 
have Opportunity and Leiſure. More eſpecially ſee that 
you conſlantly frequent the Church on the Lord's Day, if 
not hinder'd by Sickneſs, or ſome other very great and 
urgent Cauſe. Let not that Excuſe keep you from Church, 
which would not keep you from the Market. Bring as 
many of your Family along with you as can poſſibly be 
ſpared. Come to the very Beginning of the Service, and 
{lay quietly to the End of it, not running away before the 
Bleſſing, as many careleſs People rudely do, as if they 
were glad to get away as from a Priſon. Behave your- 
felves with all due Reverence, both of Body and Mind, 
conſidering the Majeſty of that God, in whoſe Preſence 
you ſtand, before whom the very Angels veil their Faces. 
Always kneel at your Prayers,. if there be Convenience, 
or ſtand at leaſt, P/a/. 95. 6. Above all look well to 
the Temper of your Soul, and keep up an awful Senſe 
of the great God to whom you are praying, and mind 
well what is ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers, and 
offer up your Deſires to God: Otherwiſe, tho' you may 

ſpeak much, you do not pray at all. Avoid all vain and 


wandering 'Fhoughts, as much as poſſible. When you 
Join in the Conf 


on of Sins, think of your own *. 
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ar Faxilts, and be deeply humbled for them : And be 


od, ¶unfeignedly thankful for all God's Mercies, whilſt you are 
ich {praiſing his Name; and earneſtly long after that Grace 
Andi vou pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence to God's 
1 f Word, when it's read from the Deſk, and, alſo to the 


"ur. Wpreaching and explaining it from the Pulpit, that you 
ing — be both diligent 1 and faithful Doers of the 
Word. Neglect not the Church in the Afternoon, though 
pon you ſhould hve where there is no Sermon. Catechiſing 
may be as uſeful to you, and this ought to be in all Places. 
our ¶ And beſides that, you will hear the Holy Scriptures read, 
lies {MM and have the Benefit of publick Prayers. 
ke. When you come from Church, ſpend not the Remain- 
're- ¶ der of the Day in Sports and Idleneſs, much leſs in Drink- 
or Ming and Gaming, as too many do; but if you have a Fa- 
ow Wt mily, let ſome time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 
ſce ¶ reading God's Word, and ſome good Book ; and let Chil- 
hat dren and Servants be inſtructed in their Catechiſm. Exa- 
ou mine them about what they have heard, that ſo it may 
hat make them more attentive; and do you meditate on the 
if fame, that it may fink into your Heart. Works of Mercy 
ind and Neceflity may be done on the Lord's Day; but by 
ch, no means allow yourſelves in any needleſs Labour, not 
as Min travelling upon the Road, or wandering about to make 
be idle Vifits. God allows us ſix Days in the Week for our 
nd own Employments, let us devote the Lord's Day to his 
the Service readily and chearfully. | 
1ey When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtered, do 
ur- you attend to it. Remember your own Engagement by 
ad, ¶ having receiv'd it in your Infancy, and reſolve to live 
ace Wanſwerable thereto. Join in Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
es. the Children then receiv'd into the Church. And when 
ce, {you bring your own Children to be baptized, ſee that 
to you do molt fincerely give them up to God, and devote 
nſe them to his Service, with firm Reſolution to bring them 
nd Nup in his Fear, if God ſpare your Lives and theirs, and 
nd earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given into their Souls. 
ay And thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureties, you ought to 
do your utmoſt towards their good Education in the 
Knowledge of God and Religion, according to the 
Charge given you, eſpecially if the Parents die, or prove 
| E WW . negligent. 
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negligent. And pray beware of a very wicked Practice 
which is common in ſome Places, that after a Child is 
baptiz'd, the Neighbours, that are invited, ſpend the 
relt of the Day in Riot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting that 
even now they renounced the Luſts of the Fleſh; thoſe 
who ſtood at the Font, and all the reſt, are under the 

ſame Obligation. 
Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the Holy 
Communion, do not willingly -negle& the Invitation; 
but comewith a thankful Heart to keep up the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for Sinners, according to 
his expreſs Command. Lale 22. 19. Take Care to prepare 
yourſelves, by true Repentance for all your former Sins, 
and ſtedfaſt Purpoſes, by God's Grace, thoroughly to for- 
ſake the ſame. See that you be in perfet Charity with 
all Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended you, 
and offering Satisfaction to thoſe whom you have offend- 
ed. If after this they will not be reconciled, that's not 
your Fault, but cheirs ; and therefore may not keep you 
from the Sacrament. Stay not away out of a Pretence 
that you want time to prepare yourſelf. For a conſtant 
holy Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are fit for Prayers, 
you are fit for the Communion. Do not think that the 
Communion is only for rich People. The Souls of the 
Poor are as precious as the Rich; and as much concerned 
in Chriſt's Death, and they have as much Cauſe to re- 
member it, and ſeek after the Benefits of it. If you have 
not Money to offer at the Collection, fee that you offer 
up yourſelves to God, and that will be of more Value. 
Complain not that you want Cloaths, and therefore you 
abſent both from the Church and Communien; but ſee 
that'you come in the Wedding-Garment required in the 
Goſpel, with humble, penitent, thankful Hearts ; and 
then you will be welcome Gueſts at Chriſt's Table. For 
your Direction, if you have no Books on this Subject, yet 
read ſeriouſly the Office for the Communion in the Com- 
mon- Prayer, and you may find very great Aſſiſtance from 
it. It's very fit alſo to conſult with your Miniſter, eſpe- 
cially the firſt time you receive. Aſſure yourſelves, it's 
a very heinous Sin,to live one Year after another in the 
neglect of this weighty Duty, and argues a very great Con- 
tempt 
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tempt of our Saviour's Authority, and of his infinite Love 
Before I leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me 
beſeech you carefully to abſtain from that common heinous 
Sin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſeleſs P:eze of Wickedneſs, 
that brings neither Pleaſure nor Profit along with it. 
When you are call'd before the Magiſtrate in weighty 
Caſes, you may lawfully ſwear. Heb. 6. 16. But take 
t Care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the 
'Truth ; for otherwiſe you call the true God to witneſs a 
Lye, and do even call for his Vengeance upon yourſelves. 
In your ordinary Communication avoid all manner of 
Swearing, either by the ſacred Name of God, orby any 
Creature. Mat. 5. 34. Fames5. 12. Uſe not ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, As you hope to be ſaved, As you hope for Mercy; 
with other the like, which are great Oaths, though fre- 
quently uſed upon every flight Occaſion. Do not fo 
mach as raſhly and careleſly mention the Holy Name of 
God or Chriſt ; but let your inward Reyerence be mani- 
feſted in your outward Expreſſions. 

And to this I may fitly join an earneſt Caution againſt 
the Sin of Curſing, in which the Name of God is often 
diſhonour'd ; when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light 
upon others, ſometimes their very Children and neareſt 
Relations, ſometimes on their Neighbours, and ſometimes 
on their Cattle. Some profane Wretches wiſh Damna- 
tion to thoſe they quarrel with; yea, even to themſelves. 
And how comman is it to hear Men in their Wrath, 
with the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their Neigh- 
bours, or bidding the Devil take them ? deed they them- 
ſelves ſeem to be poſſeſſed by him, whilſt. they vent this 
Language of Hell; and do take the ready Way to bring 
all manner of Curſes both on their own Soul and Body, 
Pſalm 109. 17, 18. This wicked Cuſtom proceeds both 
from the want of the true Fear of God in Mens Hearts, 
and alſo from want of Kindneſs and Charity to one an- 


other; of which I am next to ſpeak. a few Words. 

Next to the loving of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as ourſelves, is the great Duty of a Chriſtian, 
as our Saviour teaches in that ſame Place. Mar. 22. 39, 40. 
And Lowe is ſaid to be the fufiling of the Law. Rom. 13.8, 


9, 10 
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Q, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
than to live in Love and Charity with Men, doing all the 
Good we can to others, but doing no manner of Evil to 
any. Read 1 Cor. 13. This is moſt frequently and 
inaly commanded in the Goſpel, and made the very 
Badge and Character of a Chriſtian. John 13. 34, 35. 
This makes us moſt like to our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, 
aue went about continually doing Good, both to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men, even to the very worlt of Men ; and 
to his moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew great Charity and 
Kindneſs. And herein let us ſtudy to be like him to the 
utmoſt of our Power. ME 
If we have true Lbve for all Men, we ſhall then eaſily 
and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the Foeral Places and Relations wherein we ſtand, 
of which I muſt not here go about to give a particular 
Account. But in general, Huſbands and Wives ought 
molt entirely to love each other, and ſtudy to render one 
anothers Lives happy here, and their Souls hereafter. For 
if they live in DXcord and Wrath, they have a Hell upon 
Earth whilſt they live, and have Reaſon to expect the 
eternal 'Torments of Hell when they die. Parents ought 
to love their Children, and take due Care of them, both 
as to Soul and Body ; and Children ought to honour and 
obey their Parents, and relieve them if they ſtand in need. 
Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their Servants ; 
and Servants mult be faithful and obedient to their Ma- 
ers, even to the froward and ſevere. Subjects muſt 
yield Obedience to all the lawful Commands . of their 
Rulers, and patiently ſubmit to what Puniſhments they 
inflict ; and upon no Pretence whatever may they rebel 
againſt them: for it is moſt expreſly forbidden in Scrip- 
ture, and Damnation threatened to thoſe that are guilty. 
Rom. 13. 1, 2. © And commonly Treaſon and Rebellion 
bring nothing but Ruin and Miſery in this World, as well 
as the next. The People ought to eſteem and love their 
-Mmiſters, to follow their godly Admonitions and Ex- 
amples, and afford them due Maintenance. 
n brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any In- 
Jury to any Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoever, ei- 


cher in his Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good Name, _ 
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muſt be ever ready to do all manner of Good to all Men 
according to our Ability and Opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love our bj ourſelves, 
by dealing with all Men fo truly and juſtly, ſo merci- 
fully and kindly, as we defire to be dealt with ourſelves. 
This is the great Rule of the Goſpel. Mat. 7. 12. And 


by this Rule ought we to govern ourſelves in all our Car- 


riage towards others, both in buying and ſelling, and in- 
our whole Converſation. This is a very plain and eaſy 

Rule to walk by, and is moſt juſt and equal, and very 

large and comprehenſive ; ſo that if a Man will honeſtly 

and faithſully attend to it, he need not go far to ſeek for 

Direction how to behave himſelf in moſt Caſes that may 

happen betwixt him and his Neighbour. World I be 

revil'd and ſlander'd, cheated and cozen'd, beaten and 
hurt, or any other way abuſed ? If not, then let me not 
uſe any other at this rate. Would I be deſpiſed and de- 

rided for my Faults, or for my Poverty and Misfortune? 
Would I not rather in Reaſon deſire to be kindly inſtructed, 

aſſiſted, and reliey'd ? Thus then let me deal with iny 
Neighbour, and according to my Power, with Meekneis 
and true Kindneſs, inſtruct the Ignorant, reclaim the Vi- 
cious and Erroneous, comfort the Sad, and relieve the 
Oppreſſed, feed the Hungry, and cloath the Naked. 

Even thoſe that are of a mean Condition, maſt be ready 
to help ſuch as are in greater Want than themſelves. The 
Man that lives by his ur, is not wholly excuſed from. 
Works of Charity. Eph. 4. 28. The Widow's Mite is 
very acceptable to God; and a Cup of cold Water ſhall 
not loſe its Reward. A willing charitable Mind it is thae 

God chiefly looks at, and calls for, and this the pooreſt 

may have, if it be not their own Fault. 

And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 
to. our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves. We 
may not render Evil for Evil, but muſt ſtudy to over- 
come Evil by doing of Good. If another ſtrike us, we 
may not ſtrike again; if he rail upon us and revile us, 
we muſt not return the ſame ill Language; but either 
by Silence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to 
appeaſe his Wrath. For the Rule is not to deal. with 
others as they deal with me, but as I in reaſon defire to be 
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dealt with; and another Man's Fault will not excuſe 
mine. If he do mean Injury, I muſt not be Judge in my 


© © own Cauſe, nor take upon me to revenge it, but in weighty 


Caſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for Relief. But upon no 
Account whatever may we bear any Grudge or Hatred in 
our Hearts * any Man, though never ſo wicked, nor 
never ſo much our Enemy ; but we muſt pity him, and 

y for him, that God would give him a better Mind. 

tf ever we hope to find Mercy with God, and have our 
Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that off nd us, 
as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and many molt plain 
Places of Scripture. See Mat. 5. 44, &c. Mat. 18. 
21. to the end. Rom. 12. 14. to the End. We mult 
ſhew Meekneſs and Gentleneſs to all Men, and never wil- 
lingly ſay or do any thing to provoke another to Anger; 
nor ſhould we be eafily provok'd, but very eaſily ap- 
peas'd and reconcil'd. It's very fad to conſider, what 
wretched and miſerable Lives many of the poorer Sort 
lead, by their continual Brawling and Scolding, Quarrel- 
ling and Contending one with another; and ſoraetimes 
when they have icarce Money to buy Bread, they'll 
throw it away in vexatious Law-Suits, merely out of Spite 
and Revenge. 

And the People of this Rank, ought —_— to be- 
ware bf envying thoſe that are in a better Condition than 
themſelves. We ought to have that true Kindneſs and 
2, Will for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of their 

Proſperity, though we ourſelves be in Affliction : As on 


the other hand, we ought to have great Compaſſion for 


thoſe in Miſery, though. we be in Proſperity. 
And let ſuch that are in want, take heed that their 
Neceſſities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, the' 
of a ſmall Value. By Degrees, it's to be fear'd, you will 
go on to greater Matters, and ſo may bring yourſelves 
to Shame and Puniſhment in this World as well as that to 
come. The be way to avoid this, is to be very diligent 
in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle directs in that 
Place before named. Eph. 4. 28. If you are notable to 
work, it's lawful to beg, Gut by no means betake your- 


{elves to this lazy, unprofitable Life of Begging, if you 
| are 
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are able to ſubſiſt by any other lawful Courſe. He that 
will not work when he can, deſerves not to eat. But 
rather than either Steal or Starve, you may ſeek for Re- 
lief from your Neighbour's Charity. But do not go about 
to deceive him, by borrowing what you know you are 
never like to pay ; for this is downright Cheating. Ra- 
ther deal plainly, and make known your Neceſſities. If 
you truſt in God, and do your Duty, he will take Care 
of you: And though you may be in Straits ſometimes. 
yet ſtill you will find a Supply. And to prevent your 
Poverty, let me eſpecially warn you againit that com- 
mon brutiſh Sin of Drunkennefs, which brings both this 
and many other Miſchiefs along with it, as I have before 


| told you. Indeed it hinders every 'Thing that's Good. 


and leads Men into all manner both of Sin and Miſery. 
This Vice it is that makes more Beggars than any other 
.Cauſe. Wherefore, if you have any Regard to your 
Families, and Love to Soul and Body, avoid all Riot and 
Exceſs. Eat and Drink moderately, as may tend to keep 
you beſt in Health, and make you moſt fit for the Ser- 
vice of God, and your own Calling. 

And laſtly, Beware of that filthy Sin of Whoredom, 
which very often goes along with Drankenneſs, and as 
often brings the Curſe of God, both upon Mens Bodies 
and Eſtates. And to keep you innocent, avoid Idleneſs 
as well as Intemperance. And fly from all lewd and 
wicked Company, where you are in Danger of being 
enticed and enſnared ; and do not ſo much as allow your- 
ſelves in any unclean Thoughts or Deſires, nor in filthy 
Diſcourſes, or in any wanton Carriage and Behaviour. 
For the preventing of all Wickedneſs in this Kind, God 
hath allowed Marriage, which is ſaid to be honourable in 
all, but Wheremongers and Adulterers God will j udge. 
Heb. 13. 4. Wherefore let them who are in that State 
keep ſtrictly true to their Marriage Vow : And all, both 
married and ſingle, preſerve both Body and Soul ſo chaſte 
and pure, that the Holy Spirit of God may now dwell in 


their Hearts, and they may be fit to dwell for ever in the 
Preſence of the moſt Holy God. | 


And thus I have briefly given you an Account wherein 
conſiſts that Holineſs of Life, to which all Chriſtians are 
1 3 obliged 
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obliged by the of our Bleſſed Saviour, and by 

' ther Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his Pre- Min. 

_cepts, and to follow his Example, who himſelf lived in N obe. 
the ſame holy Manner that he taught, and hath com- 

manded thoſe that Jay they abide in Fam, to avalk as he 

avalked. 1 John 2. 6. The Sum of all you have in few 

) Words, which the Goſpel teaches, even that we ſhould 

deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufls, and live foberly, 

righteou/ly, and pronſly in the World. Tit. 2. 11, 12. 

And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſly to eonſi- 

Cer, whether it has been your Care to live ſuch holy and 

good Lives, yea or no. And wherein ſoever your Con- 

ſcience doth accuſe you, that you have neglected the Duties 

God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins which 

he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowledgeand con- 

ſeſs the fame to Almighty God, with true godly Sorrow 

for the ſame, earneſtly begging Mercy and Pardon for 

Chriſt's ſake, who died on the Croſs for Sinners, and thro' 

whom all that confeſs and forſake their Sins ſhall find 

Merey. Wherefore do y ceforward refolve by his 

Grace, that you will forſake your Sins, and amend your 

Lives, and make it your chief Buſineſs to keep Conſciences 

void of Offence towards God and Man, not allowi 
yourſelves in any known Sin, nor in the wilful negl 

of any known Duty. Do not obje& againſt this, and 

ſay, that it is impoſſible to lead ſuch an Holy Life; for 

thouſands in the World of all Ranks and Conditions, have 

done it in all Ages, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 

which rr — if you ſeek it ae” re 
improve it diligently. there may at 

ſome Difficulty in leaving an ill Courſe, yet by — — 

it will grow eaſy, and you will then find nothing ſo ſweet 

and pleafant as Religion and Virtue. 

And do not, I beſeech you, fancy that it is not for poor 
People to think of being ſo religious and godly ; that 
this is only for the rich, who have little elſe to do. Why 
will not you that are poor have as much Care of your own 
Souls as the rich, and ſtudy to be happy as well as they. 
By this means you will he even with them, yea much hap- 
pier than they, even in this Life, except they be good as os 


well as great. What is there in all I have ſaid, ce AM uſt i 
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he pooreſt may performy if they have but a willin 
| in? May you not love God and your Neighbour, be 
ſober and chaſte, meek and humble, pray to God, and 
praiſe his Name, c. Nay, is not this the much better 
Way to keep you from Poverty, or to help you ont of it? 
sit not much cheaper to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than 
to live in Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, and ſuch like 
waſteful Sins? Does it not coſt you much more to go to 
aw for Revenge, than to forgive an Injury? One Vice 
oſts more the maintaining than ten Virtues. And I am 
onfident, more Families are brought to Proverty by gra- 
tifying their Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 
how many ſoever they be. Is it not, think you, much 
better for yourſelves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's 
Day m God's Service, both im publick and private, than 
to waſte your Time and Money at the Alehouſe ? Daily 
Experience ſhews, that it is not Religion, but the want 
of it, that makes Men poor and miſerable, Beſides that 
ſuch good People have God's Blefling and Favours, as I 
have already ſhew'd; and therefore he'H be ſure to take 
Care of them and theirs. FA 
And pray do not think that you ſhall be ſaved merely 
vecauſe yau are poor; for if you be wicked and ungodly, 
you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as well 
as this. Lazarus was not ſaved becauſe he was poor, but 
decauſe he was a pious good Man : And on the other 
hand, Dives was not damned for being rich, but becauſe 
he was luxurious and proud, and wholly given up to 
pamper and adorn his Carcaſs. 
Let me further warn you againſt two or three dan- 
gerous Miſtakes, that harden. many Men in their Sins. 
Beware of thinking that it's enough for a Man to be Bap- 
ned, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
mons, and ſometimes to the Communion, and ſay his 
Prayers in private, that this is enough to prove him a 
good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this is 
ery good, but this will not ſerve turn, except our Hearts 
be ſo throughly ſanctiſied by the Grace of God, that we 
o truly love God above all, and ſet our Hearts on the 
oys of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, and be true and 
ult in all our Dealings, temperate and chaſte in our * 
| | tion. 
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ſation, as is before deſcribed. And this is the great end of 
Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, to make us more and 
more holy in Heart and Life, without which we ſhall be 
rather worſe than better for them. Mat 7. 21, 22, 23. 

Be not ſo weak as to think you may be faved by a good 
Belief alone, by your Faith in Chriſt ; and truſting in 
God, without Obedience to his Commands. It is for 
Chriſt's Sake only you are ſaved, but he will ſave none 
but thoſe who obey him. Heb. 5. 9. And that only is 
true ſaving Faith, which purifies the Heart, and produces 
Obediencs, as you have heard before. And ſince God 
has plainly told us, that we cannot be ſaved without Ho- 
lineſs, if we take up a fooliſh Confidence that we may be 
ſaved without it, this is not truſting in God, but our own 
Fancies and the Devil's Deluſions. We may ſafely truſt 
in God's Promiſes, but then let us ſee to perform the 
Conditions, and become ſuch an humble holy People as 
he has promiſed for Chriſt's Sake to own and ſave. 

Take heed alſo of miſtaking the Nature of Repentance, 
as if it were only being a little ſorry for our Sins, and 
crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, tho 
we go on ſtill in our old Ways. But this is a moſt dan. 
groom Miſtake. For a Man never truly repents till he 
orſakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe : When the 
Drunkard becomes ſober, and the profane Man a devout 
Worſhipper of Gad, and ſo continues. 'True Repentance 

changes the Heart and Life of a Sinner. 
And laftly, do not think it enough to forſake ſome Sins 
and keep others; to do ſome good Duties and neglet 
others, and then excuſe yourſelves by ſaying it is your Fail 
ing. Every Man has his Failing, and this is mine. So ſays 
the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo ſays the 
angry Man when heſwears or curſes, or gives bad Language 
But ſuch Sins as are committed againſt Knowledge and 
Conſcience, and continued from Time to Time, when 
we have Leiſure to think before-hand, and prevent them, 
theſe are to be reckoned as wilful Sins, not as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not to be 
reckoned as Failings. Indeed whatever Sin a Man love 
. and pleads for, and allows himſelf in, is not a *. In. 
| | | wy, 
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mity, but a wilful Tranſgreſſion. A Man hates all 
n as he does Sickneſs, and ſtrives and —— and prays 
painſt it. He hates every falſe Way, and has a reſpect to 
God's Commands. A true Chriſtian muſt be an entirely 
Pod Man, all of a piece. A great Matter I find it is with 
any People, that they do Wrong to no Body, nor have 
y Malice in their Hearts, — therefore they think 
one emſelves in good Condition God-ward. But tho? this 
one good Part of our Duty, yet it is but a Part. We 
uſt alſo ſee that we do not wrong Almighty God and 
r own Souls, by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this 
orld, by neglecting his Worſhip and Service, by living 
Exceſs or Uncleanneſs, or any other known Sin. We 
wn {uſt be both pious towards God, loyal to our Prince, juſt 
ruſt Wd charitable to our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 
rery way holy and „if we will approve ourſelves 
be Chriſtians indeed. He that wilfully offends in one 
int, and allows himſelf therein, is guilty in Effect of 
eaking the whole Law: For he deſpiſes God's Authori- 
and if he meets with the ſame Temptation, will com- 
it any other Sin. And as is commonly and truly ſaid in 
is Caſe, one Stab, tho' but with a Penknife, may 


ound a Man as mortally as twenty Thruſts with a Sword; 

the one Sin loved and delighted in, may damn a Man's 
yout ul as well as a Thouſand. James 2. 10. 

ance i Having thus endeavoured briefly to remove your Ob- 


tions and Miſtakes, I do now again, in the laſt Place, 


Sins me to enforce my Exhortation that you would 8 
leck d ſtedfaſtly reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and 

ail. Ntirely devote yourſelves to the leading ſuch a godly, 
ſays Wghteous and ſober Life, as you are bound te by your 
the M briſtian Baptiſm. If you are in diſpute with yourſelves 
age, {Whether you ſhould reſolve upon it, pray look over the 
and {W'guments before laid down, and ponder them in your 
yhen lind; and then certainly you cannot but own, that I 
em, Nerſuade you to nothing but what is very juſt and rea- 
| mable, and every way for your greateſt Good: And if 
lom, {Wu are convinced of this, then proceed forthwith to 
o be pious Reſolution, without trifling or delaying. The 


oner you do it, the ſafer it is, and the better for you. 
o not go on in Sin at preſent, on a Pretence that you'll 


repent, 


Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words faiths 


4 = *- 


| repent hereafter, -when-you are older, er when you com 


portunity to confirm this holy Reſolution, at the 'I abt 


it may have due Force upon you, when you are 7 
am 
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to be ſick and to die. Do not put off the great Buſine 
of Life, to the End of your Days, when you are ng 
ſure of Time or Strength, or of God's Aſſiſtance, a 
— — of you. Do not plead the Example of t\ 
Thief upon the Croſs: For his Caſe was nothing lil 
yours, that have long enjoy'd the Offers of Grace an 
Mercy; if now from this preſent Time you will hearti 
and fincerely return to God, you have no reaſon to deſpal 
of his Mercies, how many and great ſoever your Sins haw 
been: But if you ſtill perſiſt in Sin, preſuming upon God 
Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that this boli 
Preſumption, and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace, may ent 
in your eternal Ruin and Damnation. 

Bat if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon tu 


direct you, by what means you may render it firni an 
laſting, and be beft enabled to perform the ſame. - 
I. And fiſt, I would adviſe you to take the next Or 


of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal Vou 
Dedicate and give up yourſelf to God the Father, Sor 
and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the Devil, the World ar 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked Ways they would dra 
vou to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have bes 
formerly moſt guilty of. Henceforth let the Lord jeſ 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your on! 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, and by hi 
Laws, as ever you defire and hope to be ſaved by ki 
Death and Reſurrection. And uſe frequently to think d 
this ſolemn Engagement, after you have made it: Tha 


to revolt to any wicked Practice. Often repeat the 
betwixt God and your own Soul ; and eſpecially rene 
it by frequent Attendance on the Holy Communion, then 
ſeeking for Grace and Strength from God, to walk i 
his Holy Ways ſtedfaftly and conſtantly. 

II. But that brings to me a ſecond Direction, That ye 
ſhould not reſolvę upon all this in a Confidence of you 
own Strength, but in a moſt humble Dependance on thi 
Grace of God, which he is ever willing to beſlo on ſud 
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ſeek it earneſtly in the way he has appointed, by a due 
tendance on the Means of Grace, the Word, Prayer, 
{ Sacraments, Wherefore as you have Opportunity, 
end carefully to the reading and hearing of his Word, 
d hide it in your Heart, that you may not fin againſt bim. 
be very much in Prayer to God for his Holy Spirit, 
be given you thro' his Son Jeſus, who will powertully 
ti ercede for you, and make good his Promiſes to humble 
yd devout Supplicants. Zuke 11. 13. Job 16. 23, 24. 
[henever you are in Danger, and are aſſaulted by any 
mptation to Sin, or are backward to what is good, then 
cially pray fervently for quickening and firegthening 
y enWrace, and your Prayers ſhall not be in vain. 
III. To your Prayers add conſtant Watchfulneſs over 
1 thaWurſelf at all Times, and in all Places and Companies. 
atch over your 'Thoughts themſelves, and over your 
ords and Actions. Satan is ever watching to deceive 
and there are many Snares and Dangers in all our ways, 
d we have corrupt Natures, and treacherous Hearts, and 
[ ablyWecrefore had need to be very watchful, «to avoid all Oc- 
Vouß gons of Sin, as much as poſſible, and to ſuppreſs the 
Sor firſt Beginnings. Think before-hand what Tempta- 
1 ans you are like to meet with, and fortify yourſelf againſt 
it you cannot ſnun. Do not wilfully run into Danger; 
pecially beware of bad Company, by which many are 
wn back to their former Looſeneſs. Be not led away by 
oni eir Counſel or Example, nor be diſcourag'd by their ſeers 
d Cenſures. Uſe often to look back upon your Actions, 
dd if you have been drawn into any wilful Sin, do not 
nk Make a light matter of it, nor yet deſpair of Pardon, if 
Thau be trely penitent. Wherefore ſpeedily and earneſtly 
take yourſelf to God by true Repentance, begging - 
lercy for Chriſt's Sake, and more Grace to ſtrengthen 
rene d aſſiſt you. Renew your Purpoſes for Amendment of 
thenlWife, and ſet your Watch more ſtrictly for the future. 
lu. To quicken and engage you to this Watchfulneſs, 
member, that Almighty God is ever preſent with you, 
t vod obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delight in 
youßz our Piety and Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes than to be- 
m theold the leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure. Wherefore 
n ſud ways walk as in the Preſence of this Holy God, whether 
ou-gre alone or in Company. V. Thiak- 
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ir Saviour, and the Good of precious Souls committed 
o their Care. 

And thus have I, as plainly and as fully as I well could 
n ſo little room, directed you in that holy Way which 
eads to eternal Glory; and have ſhewn you what great 
Reaſon you have to walk in that Way, and to continue 
herein to the end. As to thoſe who deſire larger 
Directions, next to the Holy Scripture, (which I beſeech 
you to read frequently with Humility and Seriouſneſs, 
ſpecially the New Teſtament) next to them, I ſhall refer 
you only to that pious and moſt uſeful Book, The I hole 

of Man. And I heartily wiſh thatevery poor Family 
n the Kingdom was furniſhed with one of thoſe Books, 
ogether with a Bible and Common-Prayer-Book, which 
ight all be purchaſed for much leſs than five Shillings ; 
and therefore it's great Pity they ſhould be any where 
antmg. Tho' alas, I know, there are many Families 
of poor People, where none of them can read, and ſo Books 
o them are uſeleſs. Great Charity therefore it would be 
or rich Landlords and Gentlemen to ſee that the Chil- 
ren of their poor Tenants and Neighbours be put out to 
School; and then to beſtow, at leaſt, Bibles upon them, 
Wat the Knowledge of God and 593, f may be pro- 
moted amongſt them; which would make greatly for the 
200d and Welfare both of Church and State. For tho 
Brainſick Opinions, and falſe Principles, may make Men 
Proud and Headſtrong, and troubleſome to their Gover- 
ors, yet ſolid Knowledge, and ſincere Godlineſs, will 
make Men humble and meel:, quiet and peaceable, obe- 
went to Magiſtrates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their 
Neighbours, and ready to every good Work. And I am 
ure an Increaſe of this truly religious Temper would be 
dne of the greateſt Bleſſings that can be beſtowed upon this 
Earth, would ſettle Kingdoms, "Towns and Families, 
n Peace and Concord, which almoſt every where are 
divided amongſt themſelves, as well as 558 one another. 
and by ſuch bleſſed Effects of true Re on. ſamething 
e uf Heaven would be brought down upon Earth, and our 
ele ouls would be well fitted for Heaven, when we are called 
Ff from this Earth into thoſe happy Regions above, where 
2 offF**7e is nothing elſe but Peace and Holineſs, and * 
thei | | 
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52 _ The Chriſtian Monitor. * 
and Joy. And may it pleaſe God to bleſs theſe plain ard 
Mort Inſtructions for the enlightening of any Mind with 
that Wiſdom from above, which is thus pure and peaceabli, 


then ſhall J obtain my Deſign, and have great Cauſe to be 


thankful. ' And that the Reader may join with me in 
theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer for Grace 
to lead an holy Life. And if he will but add diligent 
Endeavours to frequent and fervent Prayers, neither his 
Labour nor mine will be in vain, through the Grace and 
Blefling of n God, from whom comes every good 
and perfect Gift; to whom be given all Honour and 
Glory, both now and for ever. Amen. | 


— 


— — — n.. 


A Grace before Meat. 


Lord, abe beſeech thee forgive us all our Sins, and 
"bleſs us and theſe thy good Creatures for our uſ: : 
and help us to love and ſerve thee, the Giver of all Good, 
. for FJ eſus Chriſt his Sake, Amen. | 


A Grace after Meat. 


O Lord made us truly thankful for theſe and all other 
thy Mercies, and as we are maintained by thy Bounty, 
help us to live to thy Honour and Glory, for Fefſus Chrij 
his Sate. Amen. Fir 


* 


A Prayer coming into Church. 


Rewent us, O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Grace, 
1 and grant that our coming together at this time may be fur 
the better and not for the worſe, for Feſits Chriſt his Sake. 


After Sermon. = © 5, 


CZ Rant, I beſeech thee, Almighty Gad, that the Magd. 
aubich I have heard this Day avith my outward 
Ears, may through thy Grace be fo grafted inwardly in mi 
Heart, that they may bring forth in me the Fruit of good 
Living, to the Holth, and Praiſe of thy Name, through 


Feſus Sera Lord. | 
84 * A PRAYER 
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4 PRAYER for the Aſſt ame of God's Graze, 
in Order to the leading an Holy Life. 


ble, Note, This Prayer may be likewiſe uſed in the Family, | 
| Morning and Ewening, adding we inflead of 1, our in- 
> In fiead of my, and us inſtead of me. N 


dent Moſt Holy, and ever-bleſſed Lord God, I do hum- 
hi bly caſt down myſelf before thee, acknowledging 
and and lamenting my own Sinfulneſs, and earneſtly begging 
ood BY thy Grace and Mercy through the Lord Jeſus, our only 
and i Mediator and Advocate. 1 confeſs, O God, I am a vile 
| Sinner, polluted from the very Womb ; but fince I came 
to the uſe of my Reaſon, I have defiled my ſelſ with many 
wilful and heinous Tranſgreſſions, I have ſadly neglected 
thy Service, and difhonour'd thy Name, and have been 
greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which I owe to thee my 
a God, to my Neighbour, and to my own Soul; and have 
not lived in ſuch a Godly, Righteous, Charitable and 
60 Sober Manner, as I ought to have done; but have often 
ated contrary to my own Reaſon and Conſcience, and 

to the plain Precepts of thy Word ; and contrary to m 
own Promiſes and Vows for better Obedience. O Lord, 
give me a clear Sight of my Sins, and ſuch a deep Senſe - 
of the Evil of my Ways, that my Heart may be truly 
„ bumbled, and broken in the Remembrance thereof, And 
bor the Lord Jeſus's ſake, who died for Sinners, be mer- 
ciful to me, O Father of Mercies, Pardon all my Iniqui- 
ties, and let them not be remembered againſt me to my 
Condemnation, either in this World, or that to come. 
ace, Nor is it only Pardon that I beg, but moſt earneſtly I be- 
e! ſeech thee by thy holy Spirit, to ſanctify me both in Body 
e. and Soul, that being made pure and holy in Heart and 
| Life, I may ſerve thee diligently all my Days on Earth, 
and ſo may enjoy thee for ever in Heaven. I am fully 
convinced that it is both my Duty and Happineſs to fear 
ard and ſerve thee, the great and glorious God, who haſt 
ward made me and redeemed me, and hitherto gracioully pre- 
ſerved me; I acknowledge thy Service to be perfect Free- 
dom, and all thy Laws to be Holy, Juſt and Good. 
Wherefore I deſire utterly to renounce and forſalce every 
evil Way, and moſt entirely devote myſelf to ſerve and 
bo F plwKkẽeaſe 
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A PRAYER. | 
eaſe thee in Newneſs of Life. But thou, O Lord, 
welt the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, and 
how by evil Cuſtoms I have made myſelf more prone to 
Sin, more-backwatd to that which is good. O do thou 
throughly change my Nature by thy 8 that I may 
hate and abhor all Wickedneſs, and take delight in the 
Ways of Piety and Holineſs. Let no unmortified Luſt 
remain in my Soul; but do thou purify and cleanſe me 
from Pride and Covetouſneſs, from Envy and Malice, and 
from all impure and ſenſual Affections and Deſires, and 
enrich me with all the Graces of thy Holy Spirit. Give 
me ſuch a clear Knowledge of thy infinite Goodneſs, and 
of all thy glorious Perfections, that I may ever humbly 
admire and adore thee, and love thee with all my Heart 
and Soul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, prefer- 
ring thy Favour before all the Enjoyments of this World. 
Help me always firmly to truſt in thee, and freely to leave 
all my Affairs to thy wiſe and gracious Providence, abſo- 
lutely reſigning my Will to thy Holy Will in all Things. 
Make me truly thankful for all thy Meroies, and patient 
under Afflictions. By thy teaching let me learn to be 
content in all Eſtates and Conditions. And, God, 
ſuffer me not in the greateſt Difficulties and to 
diſtruſt thy Mercies, or take any unlawful Courſe for my 
Relief. I beg from thee my daily Bread, and beſeech thee 
to give me an Heart well ſatisfied with what thou ſeeſt 
molt convenient for me. Give me ſuch a Spirit of Piety 
and Devotion, that I may take great delight in thy Wor- 
ſhip and Service, both in publick and private. Fill me 
with ſuch Love to my Bleſſed Saviour, and with. ſack 
Thankfulneſs for his Love in dying for Sinners, that I may 
go with more Delight to the Holy Communion for the 
rol el oy Soul, than to the richeſt Feaſt that is made 

r my Body. . 
Help me, O God, to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed 
Self, by true Love and Charity to my Neighbours. Make 
me traQtable and obedient to my Governors, both in 
Church and State, peaceable and gentle towards all Men, 
dealing with them io juſtly and truly, as I myſelf deſire 
to be dealt with. Make me tender and . 
— | n | Y 
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feady to do all the Good I can to others; and let thy 
Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe that do Evil to 
me, as I myſelf hope for Mercy and Forgiveneſs from. 


thee my God. And help me always to live ſoberly and- 
temperately, purely, and chaſtly in Heart and Life ; 


and with great Meekneſs and Humility, in the Senſe of my 


own Unworthineſs and manifold Imperfections. 

O Lord grant that my Heart may be filled with earneſt 
Longing: and Defires after thoſe Graces, which now with 
my Lips I pray for ; and help me to ſhew my Sincerity 
by diligent Endeavours, daily to grow in all Grace and 
Goodneſs, and to perfect Holineſs in thy Fear. Make 
me watchful over myſelf in all my Ways, that I may 


carefully avoid all Occaſions of Sin, and may check the 


firſt Motions thereto in my own Heart. Keep me always 
—. 75 ſenſible of thy Preſence, that I may walk humbly 
with thee my God, and approve myſelf to thee in well 
doing. Wean my Heart from all Things here below, and 
p me for my Departure hence into a better World. 
p me always to hve in ſuch a Religious and Holy 
Manner as will be moſt for my Comfort at Death and 
Judgment. Strengthen my Belief of the precious Pro- 
miles, and dreadful Threatenings of the Gof I. And 
let this Belief rule and govern me in my whole Conver- 
ſation. O that I may never be guilty of ſo much Folly 
and Madneſs, as to loſe the eternal and unſpeakable Joys. 
of Heaven, and throw myſelf into the eternal Torments 


of Hell, for any of the Profits or Pleafures of Sin that are 


but for a Moment. Do thou, O Lord, by thy Holy 
Spirit, ever keep upon my Mind ſuch a freſh.and lively 
Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs of Religion, and of the 
Miſchief and Folly of all Sin and Wickednefs, that no. 
Temptations of Satan, no Allurements of the World or 
the Fleſh, may hinder me from my Duty, nor draw me 
into any known Sin; but do thou ever ſtrengthen and 


aſſiſt me by thy Grace, and pu me by thy Counſel, till 


thou ſhalt bring me to thyſelf in Glory. | 
Neither do I pray for myſelf alone, but for all Man- 
kind, beſeeching thee to ſend. the Light of thy Goſpel 
into all the dark Corners of the Earth ; and grant that 
| 1 | they 
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they who do enjoy. it may walk in all holy Obedience 
thereto. Be merciful to theſe Kingdoms, pardon our 
Sins, and"reform us from them. Heal all our Diviſions; 
continue our Mercies, and make us truly thankful for 
them. Bleſs his Majeſty King George, and all the Royal 
Family, and all thoſe that are in Ak under him; 
and grant to us and all his Subjects, Grace to lead quiet 
and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Bleſs 
the Miniſters of thy Holy Werd and Sacraments, and 
make them very diligent and very ſucceſsful in their En- 
deavours :* Help us to bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleſſings 
we enjoy, that thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof, 
may be continued to us, and to the Generations after us. 
Shew Mercy to all who are afflicted, whether in Soul or 
Body, and preſerve thoſe that travel on their lawful Oc- 
cafions, by par or Sea. Bleſs all my Friends and Rela- 
tions, particularly all that belong to this Family ; and 
Help us all to live in Fear and Love of thee our God, and 
in et and Charity one with another. Let thy Bleſſing 
and good Preience be with me thy unworthy Servant, 
now and at all Times, at my down-lying and up-riſing, 
in my going out and coming in, be thou my God and 
my Guide, even to the Death; and my eternal Portion 

when Time ſhall be no more. | 

And accept, O God, of my unfeigned Deſire to bleſs 
and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mercies and Fa- 
vours to myſelf, and to all Men : I bleſs thee for my Rea- 
ſon and Senſes, my Health and Strength, Food and Rai- 
ment, and all the Comforts of this Life ; but above all, 

J praiſe thee for thine ineſtimable Love in the Redem 

tion of the World by our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, for all t 
Means of Grace, and for the Hope of Glory. And I 
beſeech thee, give me that due Senſe of all thy Mercies W/o: 
that my Heart may be unfeignedly thankful, that I may % 
ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in my Milo! 
_ Life; by giving up myſelf to thy Service, and by walk- NV 
ing before thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days i Dr 
of my Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in whoſe ¶ olu 
moſt Holy Name and Words, I continue to pray as he arts 
hath taught us in his-Goſpel, ſaying, Pr. 
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UR Father, which art in Heaven, Hallmwed be thy 
Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be done on Earth 
as it is in Heaven ; Give us this Day our daily Bread; 
orgive us our Treſpaſſes, as aue forgive them that treſpaſs 
gain us; And lead us not into Temptation; but deliver 
s from Evil; for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
nd the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with me now 
and evermore. Amen. | 
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BOOKS lately printed for EDMUND 


PARKER, at the Bible and Crown in 
Lombard-Street. 


| Ifty-two Practical Diſcourſes on various Subjects, 
being a complete Set, and * for every Lord's 
ay throughout the Vear. To which is added, A Form 
pf Devotion for all Perſons who cannot attend the Publick 
Service of the Church on the Lord's Day; with ſome 
xccafional Prayers. By Robert Warren, D. D. Proper 
or all Families and private Perſons. In 3 Vol. 8vo. The 
econd Edition. Price 158. | 
M. B. Thoſe that are poſleſs'd of the firſt two Vo- 
2s, may have the third ſeparate to complete their 
bets for the whole Year. 
The whole Works of the late Reverend and Learned 
fon Scott, D. P. ſome time Rector of St. Giles in the 
ields,” containing the Chriſtian Life, in four Parts, as 
ſo his ſeveral Volumes of Sermons and Diſcourſes. In 
o Volumes in Folio. * 
Dr. SCOTT's CurrsTIan LIE. The Five 
'olumes in Odtawo are now printed complete in Four 
arts, in one Volume Folio. 9 "x p 
Practical Diſcourſes on ſeveral Divine Subjects, Meta- 
hyſical and Philoſophical. In 4 Vol. 8 vo. By Joux 


r Nox is, M. A. late Rector of Bemerton, near Sarum. 


_rencing God's Sanctuary. From the Conſideration of the 


the great Advantages that attend it. By Dr. Warren. 


BOOKS recommended as proper for charitah, 
diſpoſed Perſons to give away. Price 3 0, 
each, ſtitch'd, or 20s. per Hundred. 

Sermon concerning the Excellency and Uſefulndi 

of the Common-Prayer. Preached by Villian 
everidge, D. D. (late Lord Biſhop of St. A/aph } at the al 
opening of the Pariſh Church of St. Peter Cornhill, Lin 
don. The 25th Edition. | 
The Churchman's Daily Companion, recommendin 
the Duty of frequenting the publick Prayers, and reve. 


Service itſelf, the Nature of Church-Communion, and 


he two above-named Books may be had bound 
up together to accommodate the Curious. 
The Chriſtian's Daily Monitor on the four laſt Thing 
dig. Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell. Being a 
earneſt Exhortation to a Holy Dying. With propa T 
Directions in order to a timely Repentance ; alſo ſuitabl_ "© 
Prayers and Ejaculations for fick Perſons. 
1. Of Religious Diſcourſe in common Converſatio 
In Three Parts. The 9th Edition. 

2. A Diſcourſe concerning Worldly and Divine Wi 
dom. The 26th Edition. - | 
3. Religious Singularity difplay*d : Shewing the Ne 
ceſſity of practiſing that great Chriſtian Virtue. der 
4. The Charge of Schiſm continued; being a Juſtit 
cation of the Author of Chriſtian Bleſedueſs for his chat 25 
ging the Ades with Schifm ; with a Poſtſcript col, © 
cerning Moderation. The 7th Edition. Theſe four b 
the late Reverend and Learned Mr. John Norris. 9 
The Proteſtant Union: or, The main Principles 
Religion own'd by the Diſſenters, agreeable to the Ar = 


cles and Homilies of the Church of Exgland. 1 
The Happineſs and Pleaſure of a Religious Life. 'T 
forth in two Diſcourſes ; wherein, I. The Importanqy. . 
of it is conſider'd from the happy Conclufion of it. MP 


J. Norris, M. A. II. The continual Pleaſure ariſing fro: g. 
the 3 of it. With a devout Prayer ſuitable to t 
important Subjea#y BN. Narren, D. D. The 9 
Edition. Price 34. 285 or 205. a Hundred. = 
Omega: A Poem on the laſt Judgment. Nee, 4 jd. 
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BOOKS proper io give away, Price 6 4. 
each, bound, or 5 5. per Dozen. 

H E Chriftian Monitor, containing an earneſt Ex- 
hortation to an Holy Life: With ſome Directions 
in order thereto. Written in a plain and eaſy Stile, for 
all ſorts of People. Printed on a larger Letter than the 
former Editions. 

Nete, The Chriſtian Monitor is alſo printed in //e/þ, 
Price 3d. ſtitch'd, or 20s. a Hundred. 
4 Companion to the Altar: Shewing the Nature and 

Neceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order to our 
worthy receiving the Holy Communion. M herein thoſe 
Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking unworthily, 
' and of incurring our own Damnation thereby, are proved 
groundleſs and unwarrantable. Unto which are added, 
Prayers and Meditations preparative to a Sacramental 
Preparation, according to what the Church of England 
requires from her Communicants. The 14th Edition. 
Price ſtitch'd 4d. or 25 8. a Hundred. | 
N. B. 'This Companion to the Altar is bound up with 
e beſt and fineſt Common-Prayers of all ſizes. 
Spiritual Counſel : or, The Father's Advice to his Chil- 
uren. The 16th Edition. By the Rev. Mr. J. Norris, M. A. 
An effectual Remedy againſt the Fear of Death. By 
Norris, M. A. 
The Benefit of early Piety, recommended to all youn 
derſons. By V. Smithies, late Morning- Lecturer o 
dt. Michael's Cornhill in London, The 14th Edit. | 
The London New Method and Art of teaching Chil- 

to Spell and Read; ſo as they may, without the 
elp of any other Books, read the Bible in leſs than 
elve Months. Note, This Way of Teaching is ap- 
Wrov'd by moſt Schoolmaſters as the belt, | 

There are ſome printed on fine Paper, bound up 
Cuts. Price 8 d. 
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"and The Devout Soul's Daily Exerciſe ; in Prayers, Con- 
emplations and Praiſes ; containing Devotions for Morn- 
tels. Noon and Night, for every Day in the Week. With 
; ayers and Thankſgivings for Perſons of all Conditions, 


upon all Occaſions. By R. Parker, D. D. 
The Daily Companion, with Chriſtian Supports under 
4d. ie Troubles of this World, to comfort an ae a 
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© - BOOKS proper. to give away. 
thoſe who in this tranſitory Life, are in Trouble, Sorrow, 
Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. Unto Which 
are added Prayers and Meditations ſuitable for all Perſon: 
afflicted in Mind, Body, or Eftate. The gth Edit. 
The Daily Self-Examinant.: or, An earneſt Perſua- 
five to the Duty of Daily Self-Examination. With De. 
vout Prayers, Meditations, Directions and Ejaculation: 
for an holy and happy. Death. The 7th Edit. 
The Communicant's conſtant Exerciſe. In two Parts. 
Containing, I. An earneſt Exhortation to the Commu- * 
nion: With . Devotions Before, At and After 
Receiving. II. His Duty of Confideration, Reſolution 
and actual Amendment after Receiving the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment. The 5th Edition. | 
The Devout Chriſtian's Preparative to Death. Writ- 
ten by Era/mxs, now render'd into Engliſh. 'T'o which 
are added, Meditations, Prayers and Directions for Sick 
and Dying Perſons. Recommended us proper to be given t 
Funerals. The 8th Edition. The three laſt by Robe: | 
Warren, D.D. | 
1. An Explication of the Creed, the Ten Command- 
ments, and the Lord's Prayer. With Scripture Proofs. 'I'c 
which is added, A Manual of Prayers on feveral Occa 
ſions. Compoſed for the Uſe of Families and private 
© Perſons. With ſome Prayers for the younger fort of 
People. Price bound 1s. 
2. A Treatiſe of Sacramental Covenanting with Chriſt, 
Jhewing the Ungodly their Contempt of Chrift, in their 
Contempt of the Sacramental Covenant. The 8th Edit. 8vo. 
3. A Dialogue betwixt two Proteſtants, in Anſwer to a 
- Popiſh Catechiſm, call'd, 4 ort Catechi/m againſt all 
Sefaries. | 
4. Poetick Miſcellanies: or, Poems upon ſeveral Occ: 
fions. Price 1s. 6d. Theſe four by the Author of the 
Chriſtian Monitor. | 
All printed for Edmund Parker, at the Bible and 
Crown in Loqtbard- Street. SLY i 
83> Where likewiſe all Societies, Shopkeepers, or 
Country Chapmen, who want Bibles, Cob rayers, 
Teſtaments, Pfalters, Spelling-Books, Primers, and other 
Aorts of Books, &c. may be furniſnh'd with them, either 
Wholeſale or Retail, at the loweſt Prices. 
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